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Chair’s Report
Dorset is in change, some changes seen,
others hidden. The onset of spring with
the bursting of buds, the flush of the wild
flowers, the return of the southern birds
all give us that sense of wonderment
and awe. Behind the serenity of the
current lockdown there exists: two
new unitary local authorities, a 25 year
Environment Plan, a Dorset Economic
Plan, an emerging Dorset Local Plan, a
draft Local Industrial Strategy from Dorset
Local Enterprise Partnership, a growing
campaign for a Dorset National Park,
the Glover Review, natural capital, the
emergencies of climate, ecology and
Covid-19 , and more. We live in interesting
times.

Economic and social
developments
We resist change yet it is forever with
us. Never restful the pace of change,
especially via innovations, is impacting
on our lives and our countryside.
The traditional assumptions of the
clear purpose of the countryside are
being challenged by economic and
social developments let alone our
understanding of climate change and
ecology. What did Albert Einstein say
about the bees? What has been devalued
as a rural backwater may in fact be far
more important than it appears not just
for the few who live and work in the
countryside but also for the many who
can value and benefit from experiences
and understandings beyond their urban
areas. Our choices now determine not
only our futures but also the futures of
others.
We in Dorset CPRE need to do some
serious thinking and act accordingly – for
what we have and cherish could so easily
slip away by inaction, apathy, and in
particular limited thinking.
Remember Shakespeare’s Hamlet?

“Gorse -ready for the bees”
Edge of WestWood Studland

“There is nothing good or bad, but
thinking makes it so”
Despite these difficult and uncertain
times, we have three opportunities to
rise up to the growing challenges and
opportunities to shape our futures.

First Dorset
Widely regarded as a precious rural
county, Dorset faces urbanisation
imposed by central government through
the process for Local Plans. The two local
planning authorities, Dorset Council, and
BCP (Bournemouth, Christchurch and
Poole) Council are required by central
government to comply with the method
of calculating housing numbers for their
areas. The central concepts of a five-year
land supply and the housing delivery
test are driving a planning process that
threatens designations and rural life as we
know it. These concepts are driven in part
by a response to the growing population
as well as the desire to extend house
ownership and in doing so to address
affordability. Currently in parts of Dorset
there is an affordability ratio on 14 to
1 i.e. 14 times the level of earnings are
required to be able to access the local
housing market. However it appears
obvious that by building more houses that
the new houses are more affordable even
cheaper. All the evidence in Dorset shows

“Only God can make a tree” Westwood,Studland
The contents of this publication are intended
as guidance and general interest. It does not
constitute legal advice and can be no substitute for
considered advice on specific problems. Although
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy
of the information printed in this publication,
Campaign to Protect Rural
England cannot accept liability for
errors and omissions. The views
expressed in this publication are
not necessarily those of CPRE.

Front Cover image – Looking west from Swyre
Head Purbeck taken by Rupert Hardy.
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the books that we read”. Physical and
social distancing may limit the ability to
meet others yet we have the internet and
virtual meetings.

Worthy reads
“My heart leaps up when I behold” Agglestone Rock,Studland

that new builds do not directly lead to
lower prices. Assertion of more building as
equalling improved affordability is false.

Dorset Housing Needs
Report
Dorset CPRE will be circulating a report
we commissioned from Opinion Research
Services that shows that the two unitary
planning authorities are basing their
developing Local Plans on excessively high
numbers of houses. This fact requires
widespread circulation and action. Dorset,
its rural nature, and its designations
deserve far better than what we are likely
to be given.

Some thoughts:
Is the conventional approach to
growing the economy of Dorset by new
infrastructure especially more and faster
roads the most suited approach given
climate change concerns?
Does the road from Dorchester to
Sherborne need 5G masts or rewilding?
Should the decision on where to build
new communities largely rest with the
landowners bringing forward potential
sites?
When are both Dorset Council, and BCP
Council going to address the issues of the
right numbers of houses, the right places
for these houses, and the right tenures for
the proposed houses?
When and how are these councils going
to produce Local Plans based upon the
needs and aspirations of local residents
rather than on centrally driven targets?
What is to be the nature of the Dorset
Countryside in the future? Who decides
what and when? Is there a need to
temper and rein in the market place?

and the countryside are clear directions
for Dorset CPRE and its area Groups to
travel. Aligning our activities with these
themes will enable Dorset CPRE to engage
with others and in so doing promoting
our causes. Something for the chairs of
the area groups, the countryside forum
and the trustees to think about in the
immediate future?
National CPRE has the opportunity to
step up to the triple challenges of the
emergencies in climate change, ecology
and Covid-19. Leadership is context
driven. It is not the same as power. It is
not the same as management. It relies
on positive dialogue, influence and trust.
The current context is calling out for clear
national and local leadership in respect of
the countryside. We all have opportunities
to develop and demonstrate leadership.
There is a particular opening now for
CPRE to engage with young people. Young
people have shown their concerns and
interests in the environment and the
countryside in many ways. In the year
that celebrates the 250th anniversary of
William Wordsworth it is appropriate to
remember that “the child is the father of
the man”.

Third (and most important?)
– Reflection
During this time of lockdown we can
make use of the fact that “we are the
product of the people that we meet and

To use reading as a form of growing our
knowledge and understanding of the
countryside here are some worthy reads:
1 “The Well Gardened Mind” Sue Stuart
Smith
2 “The Future We Choose” Christian
Figueres
3 “Losing Eden-Why Our Minds Need the
Wild” Lucy Stone
4 “Greenery” Tim Dee
5 “The Grassling” Elizabeth-Jane Burnett
6 “Braiding Sweet Grass” Robin Wall
Kimmerer
7 “Wanderland – A Search for Magic in
the Landscape” Jini Reddy

Time to learn a poem
Poets say that learning their poems by
heart enhances their meaning and reflects
the true intent of the poet. With this in
mind let’s use this difficult time to learn a
poem.
Leisure by William Henry Davies “What
is life if, full of care, We have no time to
stand and stare”
The Rainbow by William Wordsworth
“My heart leaps up when I behold, A
rainbow in the Sky”
And for the devoted readers another
one of his poems “Tintern Abbey”.
The messages and meanings in these
poems are even more relevant now
than ever. I urge you to read and even
remember them as you think about
Dorset. Finally as Socrates said “the
Unexamined Life is not worth living”
Stay safe and well.

Peter Bowyer
Chair of Trustees

“Afternoon Tea” Harmony Farm Fields Studland

Second the CPRE National
Strategic Plan 2020-26
This is a step change for CPRE. The four
themes of 1 Promoting Rural Life, 2
Empowering Communities, 3 Growing
our capacity and 4 Connecting People

DORSET

3

North Dorset Group
Speculative Developers Still
Active

s to

Ever since July 2017 when North Dorset
District Council (NDDC) admitted that
its housing land had fallen well below
the government required five years
supply, a spate of speculative schemes
have been launched by housing
developers. However these proposals
have diminished in number over the
last year or so, and there was some
relief last autumn when Dorset Council
(DC) announced that the critical five
years housing land supply had improved
with supply rising from 3.3 to 4.0
years in the year to March 2019. The
big problem has been the very slow
progress being made in the Gillingham
South Extension. The developers there
may have realised that new demand
for housing in Gillingham is weak and
reflects the lack of new jobs in North
Dorset overall. CG Fry, the housebuilder,
however told us that it has taken a very
long time for them to get Section 106
agreements in place for their site there,
so maybe it is both.
Existing Local Plans using the old
LPA boundaries will prevail in the new
unitary authority, Dorset Council, until
a new Local Plan is adopted for all rural
Dorset, but that does not have to be in
place until 2024, but it may get done
earlier. This means that a deficit on
Housing Land Supply in North Dorset is
still likely for some years.

Northern Area Planning

Northern Area Planning, which includes
North Dorset as well as Sherborne and
Dorchester, has been operating for
nearly a year now. However it is clear
there is still a major backlog of planning
developments awaiting decisions, with
many over a year old. It is to be hoped
the Council will speed this up, but our
main concern is that more planning
decisions will also get delegated rather
than go before the Planning Committee.
DC have reserved the right to decide
on whether a proposal gets delegated
despite the intervention of Dorset
Councillors and the local Parish Council. A
case in point concerns the damaging 80
house development proposed at Charlton
Marshall, where even the intervention
of Simon Hoare, our local MP, has not
yet forced DC to commit formally to a
planning committee decision. Where is
democracy?
At the
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Enmore Green, Shaftesbury

time of writing in early April, the
Lockdown has meant that although
Planning Committee meetings are being
postponed, the DC planning team are
still working, but from home. Planning
applications are still being validated,
and we are continuing to monitor and
comment on them.

Planning Applications

We have been busy objecting to the
most inappropriate of new planning
applications. Chris Maude wrote a strong
letter against a proposal for 32 houses
at Child Okeford on grounds of flooding
and access issues. We have also objected
to another housing development in
Marnhull, this time for 61 units, where
we are very concerned about the
access. Do not think we only object
to developments, as Jane Westbrook
wrote a good comment supporting a
well-designed 9 house Reserve Matters
application in Marnhull too. We have
objected to a 16 unit development/
conversion at Stalbridge which is a
second iteration of a development
which was refused earlier. Sturminster
Newton is facing a proposal for an extra
98 houses, but this was envisaged in the
Neighbourhood Plan.
The biggest concern is North
Blandford. In January the
Examiner approved the Blandford+
Neighbourhood Plan, which is expected
to trigger an application for 400-700
houses there. We, along with Cranborne
Chase AONB and Pimperne PC, have
voiced our concerns to DC about the
Examiner’s report.

Solar

Last October a 180 acre solar farm at
Spetisbury was approved thanks to
parish council irregularities and apathy
in the village, despite our opposition
over landscape and land classification
issues. Dorset Council were also keen
to approve a solar project, given the
climate emergency, and as they had
recently rejected a solar farm at Fifehead
Magdalen, which would have been even
more damaging. However there is a
silver lining. This solar farm is only a few
fields north of the previously proposed
one at Mapperton, which we fought
over five years, and it is using the same
power line. This means that any chance
of Mapperton being resuscitated is now
extremely small.

Appeals

We were pleased the appeal regarding
the housing development at Enmore
Green, Shaftesbury, was dismissed.
However the developers proposing a
solar farm at Fifehead Magdalen have
also appealed, but we rate their chances
of success as slim. The action group
there is well organised and effective, and
their case is strong. We were also glad to
see DC refuse a 68 house development
on the self-storage site just north of Child
Okeford, to which we objected last year.
They have subsequently appealed but
we do not think this will be successful.

Neighbourhood Plans

There has been widespread shock and
horror throughout Dorset over the
realisation that most Neighbourhood
Plans (NP) offer village residents

protection from damaging speculative
housing proposals for only two years,
compared to the three to five years
of laborious work most NPs take to
complete.
When the Conservative-led
government introduced the 2011
Localism Act, the message was that
NPs would enable communities to
shape the future of their local areas,
and all over Dorset NP groups were
formed. However, changes were
made to the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) in 2018 but few
noticed then a clause 14 (a) that limited
protection to two years as applied to the
“presumption in favour of sustainable
development” where a local authority
had less than five years housing land
supply. Most of rural Dorset has less
than the five years. CPRE did comment
then about “the discouragement of
neighbourhood planning because of the
uncertainty over the validity of plans
older than two years”. Little notice was
taken either by government or local
authorities, who continued to encourage
villages to invest their volunteers’
considerable time over the many years it
usually takes to complete a NP.
The catalyst of this growing realisation
in Dorset was a current planning

proposal for nine houses just outside
the settlement boundary of Bourton,
in North Dorset. Their NP was adopted
in January 2018 with much fanfare
after five years of hard work, but they
are now vulnerable. In Bourton the NP
was based on the premise that it would
provide the framework for change until
2031. Peter Williams, an ex-councillor for
North Dorset and now CPRE Volunteer,
chairs the Planning Sub-Committee of
the parish council, and is appalled, “…to
now be told that all the time and effort
was only good for two years, due to a
clause which had been slipped into the
NPPF 2018 document, represents a total
betrayal of local communities, as well as
a serious waste of public funds”. Dozens
of Dorset villages have adopted NPs in
the last few years, while others are still
going through the lengthy process, little
realising what limited protection NPs
afford. Are they worth the effort?
There are hopes of another
government update to the NPPF this
autumn, so there is need now to lobby
hard our MPs and Ministers, and our
Council, to correct these grievous
oversights. I should add that Simon
Hoare has now written to the Housing
Minister, so full marks to our local MP.

AGM and Talk on “Rebuilding
Trust in Dorset’s Planning
Systems” Postponed
On account of coronavirus we have
postponed our AGM, with Jo Witherden,
a local planning consultant who has been
active helping many North Dorset villages
with their Neighbourhood Plans, due to
speak on “Rebuilding Trust in Dorset’s
Planning Systems”. We hope to reschedule
it for October.

Summer Party Invitation and
Oak Fair

We will be holding a late summer party
on Monday, 14th September at 6pm at
The Old Rectory, Langton Long, Blandford,
DT11 9HS, through the generosity of
Egerton and Deirdre Skipwith. They have
a lovely and extensive garden. Please do
come! Formal invitations will be sent out
in the summer. You may also be interested
to come to the Oak Fair at Stock Gaylard
on 29th and 30th August, where Dorset
CPRE will be manning a stand. It should
be a fun day out for all the family! In the
meantime, Stay Safe!
Rupert Hardy
Group Chairman

View North from Milton Abbey – Family
enjoying countryside taken by Rupert Hardy
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Leading Luminaries of the Design World Gathered
at Dorset CPRE Conference
Dorset CPRE staged
a highly successful
conference on
13th March 2020
to examine the
question that
preoccupies many
residents of the
county: how to
achieve new housing
that is better
designed and better
planned than is
currently often the
case.
It was opened by
Emma Bridgewater, CPRE President
Emma Bridgewater,
CPRE’s national
President, and featured a line-up of distinguished speakers.
These included Ben Bolgar from The Prince’s Foundation, who
traced the gradual acceptance in recent decades of the Prince
of Wales’s once-ridiculed concerns for design and planning.
The well-known designer Ben Pentreath (who has been very
much involved in the
Poundbury development
on the edge of
Dorchester) concluded
that ultimately it
was for landowners
releasing the land
for development
to make sure that
higher standards
were observed, and
that the new housing
fitted better with local
traditions. He was
Ben Bolgar, Prince’s Foundation
followed by the Earl of
Moray (with Andrew
Howard, Director of Moray Estates), who has blazed a trail in
north-east Scotland by developing a new town on his land that
does precisely this, and is as a result already extremely popular
with local people.

Ben Pentreath, Architectural and
Interior Designer
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The internationallyrenowned landscape
designer Kim Wilkie
made a plea for
landscape to be central
to any new large-scale
developments.
A lively discussion
involved these and
other speakers,
including Ben Murphy,
Estate Director for the
Duchy of Cornwall,
Dominic Richards
of Our Place, Paul
Miner, CPRE Strategic
Planning Lead, and
Kim Wilkie – Landscape Architect
David Walsh, Dorset
Council’s Portfolio
Holder for Planning. It was generally agreed that the small
number of big developers who dominate housing development
do not on the whole have the answers to the challenge, since
they rarely employ proper architects and are more interested
in big profits than aesthetics. The presentations were filmed
and the individual videos can be viewed on the Dorset CPRE
YouTube channel. Small local builders such as those who
displayed at the conference, including CG Fry, ZeroC, Morrish
and Hastoe, were much more likely to be sensitive to the
Dorset context.
The conference was attended by some of the county’s
leading landowners, along with a number of Dorset
councillors and a strong showing from Dorset Council planning
department. It comes hard on the heels of the publication
of the report of the government’s Building Better, Building
Beautiful Commission. This recommends a much greater
emphasis on the need for new housing developments to be
visually attractive, to take greater account of local and regional
architectural traditions, and generally to be acceptable to the
local people on whom they have the most impact.
The CPRE very much hopes that attendees will draw the
appropriate conclusions and put them into practice, while most
seemed to agree that they all wanted “the right houses in the
right places”.

From left to right Ben Bolgar, Peter Neal, Ben Pentreath, Ben Murphy, Emma
Bridgewater, Cllr David Walsh, Kim Wilkie, The Earl of Moray and Andrew Howard

Litter Campaign
We would normally report on spring clean litter initiatives but
a number of events have been postponed. The Great British
Spring Clean will now take place in the Autumn – Great British
September Clean. The Great Dorset Beach Clean has also been
cancelled for 2020 due to Coronavirus.

Spread the Love

The Litter Free Dorset team are keen to spread positive
messages on social media so please send them your stories on
how you reduced waste and litter whilst social distancing.
• Have you taken part in a 2 minute litter pick by yourself or
with a furry friend?
• Are you finding innovative ways to reduce waste at home?
• Have you any tips on how to make meals from less?
• Is anyone choosing to give their house a Spring Clean
instead?

Our school litter policy is to reduce waste and litter
throughout our community and share our actions.
simple actions for schools to take to
become Litter Free:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Stop dropping litter!
Litter Pick - a different class per day
Re-use items
Recycle items
Reduce food waste - use a composter

St. James’ Primary School students (Year4) joined Dorset Devils
during one of their Save our Planet initiatives
Go Green Keep it Clean poster

School Resources

The Litter Free Dorset website www.litterfreedorset.co.uk has a
number of school resources including:
 Litter Pick Safety Guide
 Litter Free Schools Policy
 Planning a Plastic Awareness Day at School
 Plastic Awareness Week Planning Guide
 Up-Cycling Plastic
Students from Corpus Christi Primary School enjoyed a
litter pick with Dorset Devils on Boscombe Beach

WhatSUP – Rethinking Single Use Plastic

In November the Dorset CPRE Trustees agreed to support DEED
with a grant of £500 towards staffing and education resources
for their service entitled WhatSUP – Rethinking Single Use
Plastic.
DEED created the WhatSUP workshop materials and resources,
thanks to small amounts of funding from the Greggs
Foundation, the Ernest Cook Trust and Litter Free Dorset. This
pilot project was very successful and they delivered workshops
across 7 schools in East Dorset.
WhatSUP is a DEED service designed to support schools and
their wider communities to explore and ‘re-think’ their use
of Single Use Plastic (SUP). This inspires them to take action
to reduce, refill and reuse, and to play their part in improving
their local environment and reducing pollution.
DEED is a centre for global education and learning serving
Dorset and Hampshire. Established in 1983, they encourage
and inspire teachers, pupils and community members to
develop their understanding of global issues, cultural diversity
and environmental sustainability. For more details visit www.
deed.org.uk.
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Purbeck and Poole Group
Real & Relevant Planning
Bell-ringers, Gardeners and particularly
Farmers know the importance of timing
– if the timing is not right things go
wrong and then otherwise avoidable
suffering can occur!
Just a few months ago central
government was advising us that a
“White Paper” on planning for the
future would be issued. In November
2018 we were making representations
to Purbeck District Council about their
proposed Local Plan: a proposal that
has recently been the subject of a
“Post Hearings Note” issued by the
Independent Examiner suggesting
modifications that should trigger more
public consultations before long. Now
a global pandemic disease has caused
many of us to see that the nature and
quality of our planning leaves something
to be desired if it is to fit with (and
serve) real local needs.
As we continue to support the claim
that Dorset is worthy of a National
Park, this Group has noticed a renewed
respect and interest in well cared for
and properly managed countryside, not
only as our primary food source (that it
is) but also for the many other attributes
that it possesses and which contribute
substantially to the health and wellbeing of so many – making it a Natural
Health Service for rural and urban
dwellers alike (see article on page 9).

Neighbourhood Plans
Across our area, Neighbourhood
Plans are being introduced but there
is concern that their effective life may
be much shorter than their authors
were led to believe (this is covered in
more detail on page 5) and all local and
neighbourhood plans will obviously be
affected by the plans that our two new
Local Planning Authorities have yet to
establish.
Available information about the
expected “White Paper” on planning
seems to concentrate on providing more
housing within (and near to) urban
areas – at the national rate of 300,000
dwellings a year. As we know, Dorset is
a small County which could mean that
all of its rural areas are near to urban
areas – by such a loose measure Purbeck
could be construed as being suitable
for housing since it is so near to Poole.
Obviously there is much to do and it
is hoped that all readers will support
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efforts to ensure that local needs for
truly affordable housing are met in
preference to the current flawed target.
The emerging above-mentioned local
plans now need suitable adjustments
to deal with real local needs and the
wasteful existence of empty houses. It
seems relevant to note that Dorset has
experience of creating new settlements
/ towns that have simply not met local
needs and have encouraged significant
immigration from other parts of the UK
which has caused adverse issues for
all affected infrastructure services and
facilities including the wondrous NHS
which, until very recently, has had to live
for too long with financial squeezes.
It is hoped that planning across Dorset
will, amongst other things, be refined
to: -

6. meet the general approval of local
communities. In this connection the
participation of Parish and Town
Councils (plus Neighbourhood
Forums) should become significant
in delivering proper scrutiny of
applications, if not decisions.
To assist such planning, it is also hoped
that Local Authorities will no longer
be held responsible for delivering the
housing that they have approved, that
applicants gaining any planning approval
should be held so responsible instead
(since the matter is within their control)
and, Local Authorities should be suitably
encouraged to use compulsory purchase
to stop the scandal of the long-term
hoarding of ‘brownfield’ urban land.
Planning without attention to timing of
delivery seems pointless if controlling
the built environment to suit the public
interest is required.
If any of this chimes with you, do
share your thoughts / concerns with
me. Such sharing will help the effort to
secure real and relevant planning that
suits the rural and urban needs of Dorset
in time.

1. deliver the right houses in the right
places to suit local needs – not
necessarily to suit targets derived
from flawed formulae or just the
aspirations of investors / developers.
In this connection the designation
of some rural land as a Suitable
Alternative Natural Green-space (or
SANG) should not in itself
justify the provision of extra
dwellings if local need is
absent,
2. ensure employment
opportunities are suitable and
placed to reduce excessive
travelling on available roads
and to avoid damaging trees
and other flora / fauna – also
the practice of distorting the
national employment market
planting 12 small Leaved Limes on the south side
by robbing non-local Peter
(of opportunities) to pay local of Victoria Avenue Swanage
Paul (using subsidies) should
be discontinued,
Trees for Dorset
3. ensure all infrastructure services and
Twelve small leaved lime trees have been
facilities are suitably co-ordinated
planted alongside the main road into
and always adequate to support
Swanage, as part of a new project by the
proposed employment and housing
Trees for Dorset charity. The project ‘I’m
developments,
backing a greener Britain’ was launched
4. ensure all existing disused, misused
in January 2020 involving the Sustainable
and underused (‘brownfield’) urban
Swanage group and supported by the
land is recycled before approving
Dorset CPRE and the Wool Flora and
developments on greener land – the
Fauna Group. Visit www.treesfordorset.
concept of a national ‘brownfield’
co.uk for further information on the
map is welcomed,
project.
5. ensure terrestrial planning engages
constructively with marine
Gerald Rigler
environmental requirements so that
pollution in Poole harbour reduces,
and
Group Chairman

Dorset National Park –
Our Natural Health Service
In 1945, the nation was promised and needed its new
National Parks, described at the time as the “Natural Health
Service”. These were created to help offer improved health
and wellbeing for everyone, alongside the newly created NHS.
Today, both the NHS and our National Parks are a cherished
national resource and play a vital role in the wellbeing of our
communities and society.

Secure a thriving, sustainable future
Society, nationally and globally, is experiencing a state of
emergency for the climate and nature, and now a crisis for
health. It’s important that we move forward to a better future
for people and nature, our communities and countryside.
The environment should play a key role in addressing these
emergencies, and in the nation’s recovery plans. These
emergencies call for a new appreciation of the importance of the
countryside and should lead to a new sense of complementarity
between rural and urban areas. Rural areas, which may have
played second fiddle in recent times, for example in urbanfocussed economic and industrial strategies, should be valued
for their crucial role in addressing the public health, climate
and ecological emergencies, and in helping to secure a thriving,
sustainable future.

Egmont Bight from Hounstout, image by Tim Arnold

a successful and sustainable economic recovery and a greener
future for farming and the countryside. It would help Dorset’s
farmers and landowners to make the most of new “public
benefit” farm funding, and to diversify successfully. A National
Park would work with the Dorset Council and communities to
assess locally, and to plan for, Dorset’s future housing needs
including for affordable homes.

Health, climate and eco emergencies

A National Park would bring resources and expertise to help us
all address the health, climate and eco emergencies. It would
invest to restore and strengthen our natural capital – Dorset’s
greatest economic asset – and help deliver the ecosystem
services on which our lives depend, such as good food, fresh air,
clean water, biodiversity, carbon capture in soils and woodlands,
Glover Review of Landscapes
and improved physical and mental health and wellbeing.
A Dorset National Park was recommended in the 1945
Dorset’s great natural environment and cultural heritage are
first official report on National Parks. In September 2019,
here to inspire and encourage us and to lift our spirits. There
the government-appointed Glover Review of Landscapes
are encouraging signs that people
recommended that Dorset,
increasingly value nature and all that
with the Cotswolds and the
it has to offer. With a National Park
Chilterns, be seriously considered
we can achieve even more for nature
for National Park status by
and for people – help nature recover,
Natural England and Ministers.
re-connect people with nature, and
The Government has made a
improve physical and mental health
commitment to establish new
and wellbeing. We must secure a
National Parks and we look
National Park that will help ensure a
forward to early action to make
thriving, sustainable, healthy future
this commitment a reality.
for our environment, communities and
More than ever, Dorset deserves
View from Colmer’s Hill over Symondsbury,
economy, Dorset-wide. It’s time for
and needs a National Park. It is
image by Rob Jayne
Dorset’s National Park.
unfinished business and long
Please support Dorset’s National Park,
overdue.
sign up to receive news at www.dorsetnationalpark.com, join the
A Dorset National Park Partnership should be part of a positive
Facebook Group and share your photographs.
vision for our future. Working through partnerships lies at the
heart of the way National Parks operate. A National Park would
Sandra Brown
bring additional resources and expertise so we can create more
info@dorsetnationalpark.com
and stronger partnerships across Dorset. It would contribute to
Clavell’s Tower, Kimmeridge Bay looking towards
Portland image by Tim Arnold
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DEEPEST DARKEST DORSET: In Search Of The Night
Did you know that Dorset has some of the very darkest night
skies in all of England? Pick a time when the moon is absent
and the sky truly clear, go outside, wait a few minutes for your
eyes to accustom themselves to the darkness and gaze upwards.
Provided you are at a location free from the blight of light
pollution, you will witness one of Nature’s wonders, a star-lit sky
– our window on the universe.
Moving to Dorset some 18 years ago, I came in search of
the countryside and more especially a dark night sky. Golden
Hill Observatory in Stourton Caundle was given its official
international designation of ‘J77’ in 2004 and it is from here
that I study a variety of celestial objects including comets and
asteroids. My village, as with many in Dorset, has
no street lighting, which helps with the cost of
our Council Tax bills! We also have several farms
nearby so, soon after moving in, I was concerned
to discover our neighbour’s farm outbuilding lit
by a floodlight – an example of light pollution.

Planning applications and protecting
the night
CPRE, in conjunction with Natural England and others, has
created an online interactive facility mapping light pollution in
most of the UK ( https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/maps/ ).
These maps provide useful evidence to inform Environmental
Impact Assessments, as a baseline to measure the potential
impact of new developments, and as part of a Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment, helping to identify where
appropriate mitigation is required. The maps have also been
used to support applications for special dark sky status.

Wasteful lighting
The main issue with artificial lighting is that it is
wasted: it is left switched on when not needed,
it is too bright for the job intended, or it is
misdirected such that it sends light upwards
adding to the problem of light pollution and
night-time sky glow. So when I mentioned the
floodlight problem to my friendly local farmer, by
simply tilting the light fitting downwards he was
able to stop the sideways escape of light whilst
also improving illumination of the farmyard –
Problem sorted and everyone happy!
CPRE has long been an active participant in the
effort to minimise the growth of light pollution
in the UK. Back in 2006, as the then president
of the British Astronomical Association (BAA),
I became involved in CPRE’s Orion Star Count,
which was a new joint venture between our
two organisations. Emma Marrington of CPRE
was my main contact back then and the 2007
Star Count proved very successful. I am pleased
to say that Emma continues to be prominent
in CPRE as a rural policy specialist and also leads the campaign
to protect dark skies, which now involves an annual Orion star
count. Darkness at night is one of the key characteristics of rural
areas and it represents a
major difference between
what is rural and what is
urban. CPRE have carried out
several surveys on dark skies.
A comprehensive report
entitled, “Night Blight:
Mapping England’s light
pollution and dark skies”
published in 2016 is available
online from www.cpre.org.
uk and worth a read.
The constellation of Orion showing
the area of the star count. (Image
courtesy of Paul Brierley)
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CPRE light pollution map of Dorset and surrounding areas

BAA colleague of mine, Bob Mizon MBE has been at the
forefront of initiatives in protecting the night. In 1990, he was
largely responsible for the BAA initiative of creating the then
Campaign for Dark Skies (CfDS), now better known as the
“Commission for Dark Skies”. Importantly, whilst heading up
the CfDS, Bob has been a Dorset resident living near Wimborne
Minster, and has been instrumental in bringing about changes
in lighting policy across the county. Where local developments
have made a significant effort to avoid the escape of unwanted
light, they often receive a Good Lighting Award from the CfDS
in recognition of their achievement.
I well remember the old-fashioned low-pressure sodium
lights that lit the dual carriageway out of Sherborne towards
Yeovil. The resultant light pollution was readily visible from
Stourton Caundle as an orange glow in the western sky.
Thankfully, the offending luminaires have now been replaced
by full-cut-off lights. Initiatives such as these, which began in
Dorset, have now spread across much of England and many
developments that would have been excessive have been
avoided.

category. The other day I noticed that, of the 90 or so officially
designated observatories in mainland England, Golden Hill
Observatory (J77) has the darkest skies as measured last year.
Looking at the light pollution map, Dorset AONB can be seen to
track much of the deepest, darkest areas of Dorset, and is very
comparable to Cranborne Chase.

Prospects for the future

Commission for Dark Skies logo

Bob Mizon MBE (right) presenting John Cumming
of Kelling Heath Holiday Park, Norfolk with a good
lighting award in October 2019. Picture courtesy
of Daniella Carter.

Dorset CPRE has a job to do in preserving our dark-sky heritage,
and in raising awareness of these important issues across
the rest of the country. Some local authorities have started
to switch off lighting of some public spaces after midnight or
during the early hours – hopefully that trend will continue.
There are two serious lighting blots on the landscape of North
Dorset which are conspicuously not centres of population – I
leave it to you the reader to identify their locations on the
light pollution map! Also, could Dorset AONB achieve dark-sky
status? Yes, possibly – provided the margins of the AONB were
slightly adjusted away from the urban areas of Lyme Regis,
Bridport, Dorchester and Swanage.
Looking to the future I see that climate change and energy
wastage will become increasingly matters for concern. Saving
light can be one small way of saving the planet. One day I
imagine that the vast majority of electricity usage at night will
be to recharge the batteries of energy-efficient electric cars and
not to light up the night sky – Let’s hope so.
If you live under starry, starry skies and have binoculars or a
telescope, then do make time to turn off the lights, go outside,
and witness for yourself the splendour of the heavens. Enjoy!

Dr Richard Miles

Dark sky reserves and seeing stars
One initiative that is spreading around the world has been
the establishment of Dark Sky Reserves, the status of which
is conferred by the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA).
These reserves consist of a dark “core” zone surrounded by
a populated periphery where policy controls are enacted to
protect the darkness of the core. Of the current 15 reserves
worldwide, three are in England and two in Wales. Cranborne
Chase AONB, part of which extends into Dorset, gained its dark
reserve status in October 2019: the first Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty in the country to be so designated.
As an amateur astronomer, I am grateful to live in North
Dorset where views of the heavens are largely unspoilt by sky
glow especially towards the south, where most of the planets,
comets and asteroids are generally found. I remember the first
time I did the Orion star count, I spotted 54 stars within the
main area of the constellation putting it in the ‘Truly Dark Skies’

Dorset CPRE Dark Skies Representative

The author alongside his observatory

Star Count 2020
In February CPRE asked the nation to
count the number of stars visible in the
Orion constellation.
More than 2,400 people took part
and the results show that for most of
us, light pollution is blocking our view
of the night sky.
44% of people taking part in Dorset
counted ten stars or fewer, meaning
they were in an area with severe light

pollution. CPRE, along with the British
Astronomical Association’s Commission
for Dark Skies, say that councils must
act on light pollution so more people
can enjoy starry skies.
Bob Mizon from the British
Astronomical Association’s Commission
for Dark Skies (CfDS) said ‘It’s wonderful
to hear about families having fun doing
the Star Count.

Children should be able to see the
Milky Way, their own galaxy, by looking
up at the sky, not looking online!’. The
map showing the results of CPRE’s Star
Count 2020 is online here: cpre.org.uk/
starcountresults

DORSET

11

West Dorset Group
Vearse Farm, Bridport
In these very troubled times, some
good news would have been welcome.
Unfortunately instead we had the
devastating revelation that the Vearse
Farm (Bridport) appeal was lost. The
judge, it seems, had little choice but
to let it through on strictly legal terms.
However this gigantic (760 houses and
other buildings) development in an Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is
another major blow to the countryside
– Hardy’s Dorset. As usual there will be
a pitiful number of affordable homes.
Dorset CPRE was more than happy to
support ADVEARSE who worked tirelessly
on their campaign. It becomes clearer to
me that, as well as local action, we need
to work increasingly hard to influence
central government to change their
national planning policy that let Vearse
Farm through, and to demonstrate to
government that the housing numbers
they insist on are greatly exaggerated –
as demonstrated in the new report we
commissioned – “Dorset Housing Needs
Evidence 2020” (covered in more detail on
page 2).

Homestead Farm,
Bothenhampton
Another of the planning applications
in which Dorset CPRE is giving both
financial and advisory support for local
residents, concerns Homestead Farm
development within a conservation area
in Bothenhampton, a small village on the
edge of Bridport. Erection of the steel
frame brought to light some significant
differences between the building
constructed and the original design for
which planning consent was granted.
In the opinion of West Dorset CPRE this
retrospective application contravenes
not only the Local Plan but will set a
precedent for all other areas designated as
Conservation Areas within Dorset.
In a Rationale for the Development it
is argued that the ‘overall effects of the
changes to the dwelling are viewed in the
context of a substantial development of
complex design set in a large plot’, and
consequently the ‘perceived effect of the
changes to the design are minimal within
the setting of the street scene and further
afield’.
We have challenged these assumptions
in that the development does not comply
with paragraphs referring to Conservation
Areas in the Local Plan. These paragraphs
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are crucial in that they give the reasons
why Conservation Areas are of such
importance. The Local Plan makes clear
that ‘Councils have a duty to designate
areas of special architectural or historic
interest as conservation areas and make
sure that their character and appearance
is conserved’ Overall, the West Dorset
Group is of the opinion that, if this
development in its present form is agreed,
then the concept of Conservation Areas
will have been ignored, and that the Local
Plan in terms of Conservation Areas will be
of little significance.

Incinerator on Portland
Another potential problem involves
plans for a huge Incinerator on Portland.
This is a proposal by a company called
Powerfuel. They hope to build a large
imposing structure in the southeast
corner of Portland harbour. They call it an
Energy Recovery Facility which will process
180,000 tons of Refuse Derived Fuel
(RDF) per year. Dorset’s waste amount
is about a quarter of this incidentally.
There is a well organised protest group
– Stop the Portland Waste Incinerator –
and they have already organised a huge
petition but have plans for much more.
The Dorset CPRE Trustees have agreed a
match funding grant up to £2,500 to pay
for a professional complete report on the
Powerfuel application and our group have
already sent an objection to the council.
The incinerator is large and sits right on
the edge of the AONB, next to a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and right
next to the Heritage Coast. The iconic
view of Portland will be ruined with the
vast buildings as well as a tall chimney and
plume. It will require 40 HGV journeys
there and back each day driving through
the narrow streets (and past schools)
of Wyke and Portland. There will be
large amounts of pollution (remember
Weymouth including the beach is down
wind of it most of the time – and if not,
there is Portland behind). This incinerator
will also be pumping out huge amounts of
carbon dioxide in complete contravention

of the government’s plans to reduce
it! Unfortunately planning permission
(Outline) was given 10 years ago when
it was for a palm oil plant. Since then a
rubber burning plant. Now this. It is also
of concern that this may be used as an
excuse for a Fleet bypass.

North of Dorchester Proposal
We continue to support the excellent
group STAND in their fight against another
vast development north of Dorchester.
This would be extremely destructive
to Dorchester. It was pointed out that
Hardy talked of “Town and Down” in the
Mayor of Casterbridge. This will engulf
and remove the “Down” part. Dorchester
might well become another Crawley if we
are not careful. STAND have also found
the attitude of the new “Unitary” planning
department less than helpful with minimal
opportunities offered for any sort of
discussion or exchange of ideas. Dorset
is far too precious for that. Re-wild it
perhaps but not this!

Other Housing
Developments
We await the decision on a group of
houses and flats in the Radipole area at
Weymouth. This is within the Radipole
Conservation Area and outside the
development boundary. It is of vital
importance though being a last small
oasis of green space, or green lung, in this
area and vital to the health (especially
psychological) of the local residents. We
have objected. More bad news recently
was the permission granted for another
large development at Littlemoor – again in
the AONB!
The inflated housing need figures
passed down from central government
must be addressed along with the
numbers of actually affordable houses
on offer. In addition, we must also, I
believe, vigorously support the case for
a Dorset National Park. The irreversible
disappearance of Dorset’s countryside
under concrete needs to be greatly
slowed. Apart from the countryside’s
health, there is that of the population to
consider including mental health and, of
course, our ability to feed ourselves with
ever diminishing farm land.

Dr Guy Dickinson
Here’s how the plant would look in situ.
Picture Powerfuel

Group Chairman

Hedgehogs In Dorset
The Dorset Mammal Group
(DMG) has launched a six-point
campaign to help hedgehogs
across the county. Education is
the forerunner of this campaign,
by writing media articles
about the plight of hedgehogs
and giving slide shows and
presentations to public groups
and organisations. The main
thrust of the campaign is the hedgehog friendly towns and
villages initiative, based on the Peoples Trust for Endangered
Species (PTES) Hedgehog Street promotion. The overall plan is
to make Dorset the first hedgehog friendly county in the UK.
To date, over thirty Dorset towns and villages have signed up
to this project, which hinges on local coordinators, through
whom hedgehog information is channelled. Other strands to the
campaign include, maintaining a register of vets and rescues;
training; research and ultimately to establish a hedgehog hospital
in central Dorset.

Decline of the hedgehog
In spite of the hedgehog being voted Britain’s favourite wild
animal, this much loved, bug-munching mammal is struggling to
survive in Dorset and across country as a whole. The decline of
the hedgehog has been known for some time, with some analysts
putting the loss of up to 95%. The reasons for the decline are
complex, but fragmented habitats, busy roads, railways, industrial
development and arable farming have all had a major impact.
Since the 1950s, there has been a disastrous loss of hedgerows,
copses and woodlands, all habitats which supported hedgehogs.
During last summer, an appeal for recent hedgehog records
for Dorset was launched on social media. Of the 182 records
received, only one was from a rural habitat, the other 181 were
from built up areas.
Hedgehogs have been driven from the countryside to seek
refuge in our towns and villages where they face new dangers.
With hedgehogs living amongst us, we could reduce the dangers
that we pose, by taking positive steps to help them.
Gardens have become an important habitat for hedgehogs
to forage for earthworms, molluscs and invertebrates. But often
gardens are totally enclosed by walls or solid fences. A 125mm
hole, cut through a fence or wall will give hedgehogs access.
Hedgehog rescuers are receiving significant numbers of
hedgehogs injured by dog bites. These injuries could be avoided
by providing dogs with muzzles after dark.
There is no such thing as a hedgehog friendly slug pellet. Even
the use of pellets labelled ‘environmentally friendly’ will denude
the hedgehog of an important food source.

Food & vegetation for hedgehogs
Offering hedgehogs unsuitable food can also have adverse effects
on the animal. Dried mealworms, peanuts and sunflower hearts
have been popular offerings to hedgehogs in recent times. But
all these foods are high in phosphorous and low in calcium. A
hedgehog fed these foods, will need to divert calcium from bone
growth to balance the high phosphorous intake, which can result
in metabolic bone disease.
Residents are encouraged to put out food for hedgehogs in
the form of dog or cat meat in loaf or jelly form with cat biscuits.
It is also important to maintain a supply of fresh water for
hedgehogs, not only in dry weather, but always, as hedgehogs
need to drink lots.
Areas of rough vegetation are also recommended for
invertebrates to thrive and where hedgehogs can forage.
Bonfires can be lethal hazards, as piles of organic debris are
ideal places for hedgehogs to hibernate. Two rules are suggested
for bonfire enthusiasts, either build it and burn it on the same
day, or if built over several days, move it entirely before igniting.
Road casualties remain a stubborn hazard for hedgehogs,
especially where busy roads run through villages, like Pimperne,
a DMG hedgehog friendly village, where 21 hedgehog RTAs were
recorded last summer.
The DMG has also launched a campaign for going into
schools to teach children about hedgehogs, and to explain how
hedgehogs found wandering about in daytime are not toys, but
may be in trouble.

The Dorset Hedgehog Conference
The Dorset Mammal Group will be promoting its pioneering
work with hedgehogs at a conference, originally planned for April
this year. But due to the corona virus has been postponed. The
Dorset Hedgehog Conference is now to be held in Dorchester on
October 3rd 2020. To book a place or find out more information
go to https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-dorset-hedgehogconference-tickets-79701925605

Images of hedgehogs by Colin Varndell, a
professional wildlife photographer.

The Dorset Hedgehog Project
● Education
● Hedgehog friendly towns and villages
● Maintaining network of vets, rescues and hedgehog carers
● Training
● Research
● Hedgehog hospital

Colin & Susy Varndell
The Dorset Mammal Group
hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk
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The Sherborne and District Society
Developing a Strategy for the
Society
The Sherborne and District Society
CPRE has been active for many years,
carefully balancing its traditional
Civic Society focus on the Abbey Town
of Sherborne with its wider role of
protecting the surrounding countryside.
Until now, thanks to the strength of its
leadership and a supportive membership,
it has survived well without any formal
strategy. However, following the
publication of the CPRE Strategic Plan
2020-26, the Society committee has
decided that it was timely to review our
objectives, and where appropriate to
align future strategy with that of CPRE
nationally. Accordingly, a Working Group
(WG), chaired by Sir Christopher Colville
with members, Paul Austin, Fiona Hartley,
Ray Hartley and Shaun Leavey, was
established and tasked with producing a
refreshed vision, both to help prioritise
our future activities, our committee
agenda and expenditure, and at the
same time bring clarity to our role and
representation in the local community.
This strategy was accepted by the Society
committee, and a consequent Action Plan
was developed by the WG to implement
the agreed way ahead.
Owing to challenges to our personal
resources, the WG identified the following
priorities for early action:
• Building Relationships: Closer
contact with Councils, especially the
planning authorities, and like-minded
organisations. Reinvigorate contact
with the Wingfield-Digby family and
local people of influence, especially
landowners and farmers.
• Raising Our Profile: Greater local
visibility, especially with membership
and youth; mount a campaign to
improve our perceived added value
to the community and Sherborne’s
unique selling point. Make better use
of the current Dorset CPRE website,
and introduce an e-newsletter, with
hard copies available in public places.
Urgent need to identify and recruit new
committee members to assist in this
endeavour.
• Improving Our Competences: Raise
our collective awareness of planning
processes, rural affairs and farming
issues, especially as they impact on
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local environmental conditions, develop
a mechanism to facilitate planning
scrutiny and oversight.

does not pretend to be a comprehensive
study of the town’s buildings, but a
modest stimulus to better thinking about
them.
The Introduction will acknowledge the
wealth of historic buildings in the town,
and set out the rationale for looking
beyond them at some of the eyesores
and missed opportunities.

Although
we have now had
to suspend activities owing to
the COVID-19 pandemic, some early wins
have been achieved:
• The WG Chairman has visited Gryphon
School, and secured agreement with
Nicki Edwards the Head teacher to
brief their Eco-Club on our work, and
explore the possibility of recruiting
junior Ambassadors to help convey our
message to the younger generations.
• Contact has been made with the new
Sherborne Castle Estate Manager, and a
future meeting agreed.
• As reported below, a draft of a Critical
Review of Sherborne’s buildings
(eyesores, missed opportunities and
successes) booklet is well progressed,
and should be finished soon.
• A draft has been developed proposing
a mechanism for scrutinising planning,
rural and urban; this will be finalised
once we are back to normal.
• A major event involving our wider
membership will be arranged later in
the year; its purpose will be to share
ideas on how best to make our Branch
more inclusive.
The WG look forward to engaging fully
with our Action Plan once the scourge of
Coronavirus has been eliminated, and we
can all get back to enjoying the beautiful
Sherborne and District countryside.

It will:
• seek to explain the role that the
Sherborne Society/CPRE has in
safeguarding not only the well-known
aspects of the town’s architectural
heritage, but also the less obvious (but
still valuable) buildings
• stress the importance of avoiding
complacency about the town’s built
environment, and the need to avoid any
deterioration of its appearance through
inappropriate development.  
• emphasise that the review has no bias
against new buildings, but seeks to
encourage quality of design, optimum
siting, and where possible incorporation
of vernacular features.
The main content will consist of
photographs which identify buildings and
other features that are visually displeasing
(e.g. the Royal Mail block, excessive
road signage, graffiti, etc.) and missed
opportunities (such as Newell House and
other neglected buildings).  However it
will also include contrasting examples of
good new development.
Its conclusions are likely to include
a recommendation for a far more
proactive approach by Dorset Council
to enforcement action than has been
the case in recent years. There will be
encouragement to the Sherborne Town
Council (or residents collectively) to think
more strategically about the long-term
future of the town.

Critical Review
of Sherborne’s
Buildings
The Society’s committee
agreed to conduct a critical
review of Sherborne’s
buildings as part of its
strategic actions mentioned
earlier, with Shaun Leavey
leading. Work is progressing
well on the review. It

Signs in Sherborne

View taken from public footpath N20-25 - approx 230m, image by Ian Clark, Landscape Architect

Higher Stockbridge Farm
Solar Park
CPRE has responded to the climate
emergency as a cross cutting theme
in its Strategic Plan 2020-2026. It was
always possible that the development
of renewable energy resources would
come into conflict with such a policy.
Wishing to support the reduction in
carbon emissions shouldn’t deter us from
objecting to developments which destroy
or have a harmful effect on important
landscapes and or historic assets. Such
a development is proposed at Higher
Stockbridge Farm, near Longburton, to
site a Solar Park on 187 acres, which is
probably the largest in the South West of
England.
The site sits in the middle of the
attractive countryside typical of the
Blackmore Vale. It is surrounded on three
sides by higher ground. Consequently
the solar panels would be clearly visible
from many locations from miles around,
including from the Batcombe Ridge, the
AONB due south and the grade 1 listed
church in Lillington. The solar panel arrays
will also be visible from a number of other
listed buildings, roads, and numerous
footpaths in the surrounding countryside
and the lie of the land makes mitigation
by screening impossible.
The area has a quantity of footpaths
and bridleways, making it of great
amenity value to local residents and
visitors. The proposed site can be seen
from many footpaths and the MacMillan
Way, and the enjoyment of the area
by people using these will be greatly
diminished by the sight of what would
in effect be an industrial landscape.
The applicant states that “Access to the
solar park will be restricted for security
reasons to prevent theft and vandalism.
The application proposal will not impact
or divert any existing or proposed right of
way”. However, the bridleway and Drove
Road, recorded by the Dorset Council
Highways department as an ancient drove
road with public rights to walk and drive
on it, will both be impacted as they would
need to have a 2 metre fence on each side
where they pass through the site. This

will seriously reduce the amenity value of
these rights of way and may considerably
reduce their use.
We have objected to the development
on a number of grounds, where it doesn’t
meet the requirement of the Local Plan or
National Planning Policy and also referred
to David Peacock’s paper for Dorset
CPRE ‘Report on Dorset Local Authorities
Renewable Energy Projections’ to indicate
the lack of need in Dorset for such a
project (see page 17 for more details). We
have also submitted that this application
must be considered by the Council’s
Strategic Planning Committee and not
by delegated authority. We contend
that Dorset must take a strategic view
on such developments and allocate the
appropriate site. Not therefore allowing
piecemeal development of sites in open
beautiful countryside as proposed here.
To save such landscapes one might be
quite happy to be called a NIMBY – some
backyards are very worthwhile protecting!
For more detail on the proposal
and the comments on it, access:
https://planning.dorset.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal
=DCAPR_140423&activeTab=summary

The Paddock Project
The organisation behind the Project has
recently issued the following statement:
‘In light of the coronavirus pandemic,
the Trustees of Sherborne Arts Trust and
the Cannon Foundation have decided to
suspend any further work on the project
until further notice. It’s impossible to know
how things will look in the coming weeks
and months; certainly the impact on the
construction industry may be felt for a
long time to come.’
Discussions have already commenced
with appropriate parties on the possible
future development of the site. It is also
vital that we try to ensure that Sherborne
House is restored and brought back into
use. To that end contact has been made
with the owners of the House, Historic
England and the Conservation Officer
of Dorset Council, to offer assistance in
that process. We will keep you informed
on progress on both issues in due
course.

Other Updates
Like other Groups we had to postpone
our AGM and it isn’t possible to set
a new date at this time. However, it
should be noted that John West had
indicated he didn’t wish to seek reelection as our Treasurer, but we are
pleased to report that John Boodle
has indicated his willingness to take on
the role. John West, when he is able
to, will work with John Boodle on a
handover at the end of the financial
year in August. John West has been
our Treasurer for the past seven years
and has been an excellent post holder.
Quiet and unassuming, but fully ‘on the
ball’ in terms of keeping the finances in
good shape. In particular advising the
Committee on investment policy. Thank
you, John, for all your work over the
past few years.
On page 6 in this Review mention has
been made of the Planning and Design
Conference held in March. Roger White,
who put together the content of that
day and organised the speakers, is a
member of our committee. It is to his
great credit that we had such a good
day and thanks also to our members
who supported the function with
various duties on the day. Roger too
might have to stand down from our
committee, hopefully just in the shortterm, whilst he completes a book he is
commissioned to write.
If any members now feel that they
would like to become involved with the
committee please let John Newman or
Fiona Hartley know.
The Sherborne Castle Country Fair
at the end of May has been cancelled.
We therefore are not able to have our
stand there, which this year was to have
been devoted more generally to the
promotion of Dorset CPRE, rather than
its Sherborne bias as was more usual.
So that will have to wait until 2021.

Peter Neal

The Sherborne & District Society
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Not Just a Great View – But Future Food We Must Value Far More

There will be many aspects of our lives that change in 2020,
and probably the years ahead, as a result of the coronavirus –
some for the better, others for the worse. My hope is that the
epidemic will wake the United Kingdom up to the importance of
our agricultural and horticultural industries, and the fact that they
are not primarily the providers of “countryside” or “landscape” or
“the environment” (much as we all value those facets of them),
but have the crucial role of being our domestic food producers.
In early March shortly before the epidemic totally took over
our lives a government special adviser was quoted as saying
that the UK did not need a farming industry. I had a letter
published in The Times on the following day seeking to refute
that particular piece of idiocy. In it I reminded government that
in 1974 there had been a dramatic sugar shortage (caused by
Caribbean countries breaching a supply agreement) and there
were soon queues outside shops, questions in parliament, and
a media frenzy. The EEC (the precursor of the EU) released their
sugar stocks – made up of beet sugar- and the queues went
away. But crucially no lessons seemed to be learnt from that.

The coronavirus pandemic must be a wake-up call for
politicians and civil servants who have been staggeringly
complacent about the reduced capacity of this country to be
anywhere near self-sufficient in temperate foodstuffs. When
working for Defra in a non-executive capacity I regularly
encountered opposition to a strategy of self-sufficiency. This
was deemed less important than the vague concept of “food
security” (dependent totally on global events far outside the
control of any national government). In the last few months an
informal meeting with a Cabinet Office official made clear to
me that the “food security” myth still prevails in Whitehall.

Agriculture Bill
Leap forward forty five years from that incident to 2019, and
the emergence of an Agriculture Bill that won many plaudits
from environmental and conservation organisations (including
CPRE), but which totally failed to adequately address the need
for optimising food production in England. There was much talk
from the Secretary of State about the industry needing to provide
“public goods” as if this excluded food production. Dorset CPRE’s
submission sought to highlight this delusive thinking by instancing
the Blackmore Vale as an example of difficult farming on low-lying
land where the scope for “delivering public goods” was inevitably
limited.
Sadly my personal view was that CPRE had compromised its
position at national level by joining with other organisations
whose agendas prioritised the bi-products of a farmed landscape.
As such the CPRE case had subordinated the need for farming in
England to be commercially successful if the countryside was to
thrive. Pleasingly the new 2020 Bill while open to improvement
shows signs that commercial farming and food production are
now being given a higher priority by government.
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Young Barley poke their heads above the soil, Winterborne
Tomson, image by Rupert Hardy

I like to think that in Dorset we do recognise the supreme
importance of our farming industry – both in the present crisis
and in the longer term. Having commercially successful farms
across Dorset will still provide us with a great landscape, and
if the Environmental Land Management schemes envisioned
by the government ever take effect other benefits will also
accrue. However if as a nation we forget that the primary role
of farming is to produce food, and a wise government should
give that priority, we will have learnt nothing from the present
crisis.

Shaun Leavey OBE FRAgS
Farming Adviser to Dorset CPRE

The future for renewable energy generation in Dorset and the
United Kingdom (updated 21st April)
The projection for Dorset renewable energy generation
reported in this Review is best described as a snapshot, based
on information available on 31 December 2019. We are now
well into 2020, during which, all Dorset local authorities
agreed, on 9 March 2011, to help the UK reach its legally
binding commitment to a 15% renewable energy target based
on 2020 total energy consumption. The Dorset agreement,
not legally binding, is to a 7.5% target, also based on 2020
consumption.
When viewed from this perspective, the most significant
annual generation reported in the Dorset 31 December 2019
report is that for the 16,716 operational renewable energy
installations. This totals 744.2 GWh or 80.7% of the estimated
921.7 GWh target.

Installations awaiting construction

opposition to large wind in England and it has not relaxed the
importance it has attached to that as a material consideration.
It is expected that deployment of large onshore wind in
Scotland will continue apace, as will deployment of offshore
wind in all the coastal waters of the UK, which remains the
main focus for future renewable energy generation. After
providing extensive evidence that roof deployment has many
advantages over ground-mounted solar installation, there is no
sign that Government is ready to promote the policy.
Now that 2020 has finally arrived, it is perhaps opportune to
compare the current installed capacity and energy generation
(for installations that are either under construction or
operational) with the early Government estimates for what it
expected from solar photovoltaic, onshore wind and offshore
wind technologies in order to meet its binding EU 2020
renewable electricity target – anticipated to be 116,970 GWh
at that time. A summary of the results of this comparison is
shown in the table below.
It can be seen that for all three technologies current
performance far exceeds the early expectation. Also, it is
clear that the Government is absolutely right to focus on
deployment of offshore wind. Further deployment of large
solar cannot be justified when its adverse effects are contrasted
with its relatively minor contribution to the UK’s generation of
renewable energy.

Scrutiny of the 10 installations awaiting construction suggests
that only the 40 MW ground-mounted solar PV installation
in North Dorset at South Farm, Spetisbury, has a significant
chance to contribute something of its potential annual 42.5
GWh to the 2020 target. For example, if it became operational
on 1 June this year, it might contribute 21.3 GWh.
The only installation under construction, the 10 MW Syngas
Advanced Energy Conversion facility in Wimborne, reached
50.3 GWh or 70% of its maximum annual renewable energy
generation potential in
late 2018 and was in a
INSTALLED CAPACITY
RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION
position to achieve 100%
Early Expectation
Current Deployment
Early Expectation
Current Deployment
(71.8 GWh) during 2019.
MW
% of Target
MW
% of Target GWh % of Target GWh % of Target
However, the Environment
Agency closed down the
Photovoltaics 2,680
7.0
8,635
22.6
2,240
1.9
8,635
7.4
entire operation in July
Onshore wind 14,890
39.0
13,662
35.8
34,150
29.2
31,792
27.2
2019 because it ruled
Offshore
wind
12,990
34.0
16,077
42.1
44,120
37.7
54,238
46.4
that the installation was
required to emit no more
sulphur dioxide than combusted natural gas. This ruling makes
little technological sense and is being legally challenged.

Applications awaiting decision
Not recorded in the 31 December 2019 Report are proposals
for two ground-mounted solar PV installations that have yet to
be approved:
(1) North Dorset Planning Application 2/2019/0470/FUL.
This is for a 57,200 panel, 14.3 MW installation at Higher
Farm, Fifehead Magdalen, with an estimated annual
energy generation of 14.4 GWh. This proposal was refused
planning consent but the developer Intelligent Alternatives
has gone to Appeal.
(2) West Dorset Planning Application WD/D/19/003181.
This is for a 140,000 panel, 35 MW installation at Higher
Stockbridge Farm, Stockbridge, with an estimated annual
energy generation of 35.9 GWh. See page 15 for more
details.

Future renewable energy generation
Under persistent lobbying by the relevant industries, the
Government has recently relaxed its policy not to promote
or encourage large solar and large onshore wind in the UK.
This may lead to a continuation of the flurry of proposals for
large solar, such as we experienced in Dorset in 2019 but the
Government remains aware of the strong rural community

The latest Branch report on renewable energy generation in
Dorset, PDF and Excel file, can be found on the website
www.dorset-cpre.org.uk.

David Peacock
BSc(Eng) DIC PhD
for Dorset CPRE

Fracking – Data relevant to UK
Hydraulic Fracturing
The UK shale gas industry remains in an embryonic
state and has yet to successfully construct and operate
a test production well. This requires a well to be drilled,
hydraulically fractured and gas to be extracted from it
for six months in essentially one continuous operation.
The results obtained provide essential information
concerning both scale-up and the impacts of scale-up.
The report produced by David Peacock, available on the
website, focusses on the numbers of heavy goods vehicle
trips required for removal of waste from well sites and
the delivery of water and sand to well sites. These are
expected to cause the greatest negative impacts of fracking
on the communities within and surrounding the area
where well sites are located.
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Indulge Yourself: Dorset’s Artisan Chocolate Makers
Chocolate for most people is both a staple and a luxury. Many
of us can recall the first chocolate we tasted as children, and it
may well have been a Cadbury’s Dairy Milk bar or something
similar. Stuffed with sugar and low-quality ingredients it
represents the commodity end of the market. Personally I
hate it, as it is a sickly confection produced in millions very
cheaply. I am a plain chocolate fan who quite fancies a Green &
Blacks bar, which is surprisingly owned by the same company
but is certainly a better chocolate, even if made in a factory.
This article looks instead at artisan chocolatiers and chocolate
makers, of which two, Chococo and Solkiki, are in Dorset, and
they make wonderfully intense fresh chocolates and bars by
hand. To distinguish them, chocolatiers make confectionery
from chocolate, while chocolate makers actually create
chocolate from cacao beans. We are not covering Dorset’s
largest chocolate maker, House of Dorchester, which produces
admirable products but they are factory made, and anyway are
now owned by Charbonnel et Walker.
The history of recent artisanal chocolate goes back only a
few decades. When Chantal Coady opened her first Rococo
shop at the tender age of 23 on the King’s Road in Chelsea
in 1983 there was hardly anyone making fresh or designer
chocolates. Londoners then would have to go to Selfridges or
Fortnums to buy traditional heritage brands, such as Prestat,
which were probably factory made, or else they could buy fresh
chocolates shipped in from France or Belgium. These primarily
used little in the way of preservatives, and were wonderful
creamy, nutty, praline and other confections with sell-by dates
of only a few weeks.

“Chococo is fine chocolate in all its forms”
Rococo used to make its chocolates in-store until recently,
and Coady inspired a new generation of chocolatiers, many in
London, such as Paul A Young. Down in Dorset there was no
one until Andy and Claire Burnet left their London careers, and
started making fine, fresh, handmade chocolates in 2002 in
Swanage. Claire had spent a lot of her childhood in Belgium,
where fresh chocolates were easily bought, while she was
also inspired by her mother’s love of cooking with unusual
ingredients. They started in a tiny kitchen with a viewing
window so customers could watch them making chocolates
by hand. They now employ 85 people, many though part-

timers, and have four “chocolate houses” in southern England,
including Swanage. They call them “chocolate houses” as they
are cafes as well as chocolate shops, and they sell also their
own gelato, as opposed to ice cream, and their own delicious
baked products. As Claire aptly puts it “Chococo is fine
chocolate in all its forms”. They have won over 90 food awards
and sell to luxury retailers like Liberty, although most turnover
comes through their own shops and online.
They were among the first to use fresh local ingredients,
which we applaud. Their cream comes from Craig’s Dairy
and their honey from Robert Field, a local bee-keeper, while
preserves are sourced from the Alweston Jam and Chutney
Empire, all in Dorset. No preservatives or weird colours are
used so these chocolates have a shelf life of only a few weeks.
The origin of their chocolate is also important. They used
to import a lot of Couverture chocolate (very high-quality
chocolate that contains a higher percentage of cacao butter
than baking or eating chocolate) from Venezuela, but given
local difficulties there now use Madagascar and Colombia.
Claire stresses how they like to see Raise Trade, where they
raise the value of production in the country of origin. A recent
project they are supporting is the planting of 2,500 cocoa trees
in Sumatra, funded by the sale of chocolate orangutans. To top
it all their chocolates come in beautifully designed boxes.

Implausible Flavour Combinations
Although their best
seller is a classic like
Dorset Sea Salt Caramel,
Chococo is always
keen to experiment
with new fillings. As
the Guardian said “in
the hands of Chococo,
the most implausible
flavour combinations
are transmuted into
chocolate gold”. They
have even used Blue
Vinny cheese, paired
with cranberry. As Claire
Selection of delicious Chococo chocolates
comments, “it is like
Marmite, people either love it or hate it”. They are teaming up
with quite a number of local spirit producers to produce new
fillings, such as Conker Gin, and their most recent project is
with Dorset restaurateur Mat Follas who is making a very fine
Mure (blackberry) Liqueur.

Non-Plastic Packaging and Recycling

Claire Burnet at her Chocolate House in Swanage
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Chococo use very little plastic in their packaging unlike many
competitors. Boxes are cardboard while corn starch and wood
pulp are used too in other packaging. Chococo even offer a
recycling deal where you can bring your old chocolate box back
to be refilled and they will give a 10% discount!
They remind vegans that their dark chocolate offerings conform
to the vegan code, even if the milk chocolate ones do not.
Like many small businesses in Dorset they wish the internet
was better, that business rates were lower and that towns
would not raise their parking charges in the summer months,
which can deter customers.

“Solkiki is the melting edge of the fine
chocolate movement”

Marie Antoinette Drank Dairy-Free
Hot Chocolate!

Bob and Iris Spink run a wonderful micro-business from
Thornford as pioneering chocolate makers, rather than being
chocolatiers as Chococo are. They are bean-to-bar producers,
who buy in beans from Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela and others,
and then process them into bars. The name comes from Sol
meaning the Sun,
and Kiki comes
from a Dutch word
that speaks of
Nature. Bob was
born and bred
in Dorset while
Dutch-born Iris has
been a vegan for
most of her life.
Back in 2007 they
were looking for a
decent dairy-free
white chocolate,
which was difficult
to find, but they
were impressed by
some fine flavour
dark chocolate
made artisanally in
San Francisco. In
the UK then there
was hardly anyone
Bar of wonderful Solkiki
so they started
experimenting. They are passionate about flavour, and use
special beans that have depth and nuance that is missing from
bulk chocolate. Although vegan they aim to make chocolate
for everyone, and they are strictly ethical in supporting cacao
farmers produce sustainably, so they pay well over Fairtrade
prices for beans. They have a few rivals outside Dorset now,
such as Forever Cacao, but they still regard themselves as ”the
melting edge of the fine chocolate movement”, as Bob says.

If you look back at the history of chocolate it was mostly a
dairy-free luxury for centuries, with Marie Antoinette liking hot
chocolate featuring almonds and orange blossom, although
there was some limited use of milk in hot chocolate. It was
only in 1875 that the Swiss started to put milk powder into
chocolate and thus started the mass production of cheap
industrial chocolate bars. Solkiki have now won 86 food awards,
and Bob is proud that their vegan bars win in the milk and
white chocolate categories against dairy ones. Coconut milk is
often a key ingredient used by them, while there is no trace of
the ubiquitous but environmentally damaging palm oil, used
extensively by Lindt (tasted a Lindor?) and other industrial
chocolate makers. I have tasted some of their bars and there
is a wonderful intensity and complexity of flavour lacking in
factory made chocolate. They sell sixty different bars now, all in
distinctive wrappers which are fully recyclable, but best sellers
are bars with Maranon cacao from Peru, while popular flavours
are Salted Caramel and Hazelnut Cream. New products this year
are Strawberry Pistachio Rose for Valentine’s Day and a White
Coffee bar, made from just cacao butter, coffee and sugar.
They sell online, through specialist shops such as Sunrise
Organics in Bournemouth, and at festivals and live events. They
also sell Couverture chocolate to chocolatiers. Solkiki want to
use more local Dorset ingredients and so far use CBD Oil, made
from organic hemp by Daiba in Bournemouth, but you will
not get high from eating any chocolate including it! Offering
only vegan bars means they are riding a very popular wave
currently, and they would like to expand but the high price of
land in Dorset does not help their plans.

Indulge Yourselves!
Please do try the delicious chocolates made by Chococo, and
the wonderful bars crafted by Solkiki. They may not be cheap,
but they are a real taste experience compared to factory made
products.

Rupert Hardy

Please Help Dorset’s Artisan Food
and Drink Producers
As the lockdown continues please spare a thought for our
artisan food and drink producers. You may think that with
the supermarkets in overdrive supplying us with food that
most food and drink producers are doing well. If they are
supplying the supermarkets that may be true, but many
small-scale specialist producers in Dorset do not, and they are
being hit hard by the closure of pubs and restaurants. Makers
of wonderful artisanal cheese, thirst-quenching craft beer,
mouth-watering local meat straight from the farm, and fresh
seafood to name but a few. You can visit your local village
or farm shop who usually stock a good range of delicious
local food, or you can find a good list of most artisanal food
producers, who can deliver, on the Dorset AONB website:
www.dorsetfoodanddrink.org. We would also encourage you
to take advantage of the take-away services now being run by
many of the local pubs, whose doors are otherwise closed.
Please keep Dorset thriving through these difficult times!

Dorset Blue Vinny Cheese
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Flooding
With the beautiful sunny weather that we have been
experiencing over the last few weeks whilst the country is in
lockdown, for many, the terrible storms Atiyah, Brendan, Ciara
and Dennis which raged across much of the west and north of
the UK during this last winter are a distant memory. However, for
those whose properties were flooded during these storms, the
impact on their lives does not recede so easily. It can be difficult
for those who have not had their properties flooded to imagine
what the lasting impact can be like. For one whose house was
under a small amount of water for only a few hours during the
floods of 2013, every time it starts raining, the memories come
back of the disruption that this flooding brought about.
For a number of years now, the Environment Agency (EA)
has been working with communities to help reduce the impact
of properties being flooded. This has involved a variety of
approaches to prevent properties from being flooded or
where this is unachievable, to install equipment to improve
the resilience of properties against flooding. Important work
is also being undertaken to help slow the flow along a number
of watercourses which will help to reduce the risk of properties
being flooded.

Stourpaine under flood in December 2013

Flood Warning Service
The EA has also invested in an improved Flood Warning Service.
Flood Alerts, Flood Warnings and Severe Flood Warnings are
stages of Flood Risk within this service. Flood Alerts are used to
advise of the risk to low lying land and minor roads rather than
property. They are primarily aimed at farmers who may need to
move livestock; local authorities and the emergency services who
may need to prepare to react to flood events. Flood Wardens are
usually advised to receive these messages.
Members of the public are able to opt in to receive them,
but there is a high risk of warning fatigue due to the relative
frequency of the calls. For example, during this last winter, eight
Flood Alerts, two Flood Warnings and four Groundwater Flood
Warnings were issued for the Cranborne Chase and middle
Stour area but fortunately very few if any properties were
flooded. The Flood Warnings issued on 20th December and 16th
February (2.93m & 3.02m respectively, both at Hammoon) were
at levels which are known to cause flooding to properties in the
Sturminster Newton Area. Normally EA staff would visit such
communities in the weeks after a flood event to determine how
many properties were affected. This hasn’t happened this year
for obvious reasons.
Groundwater Flood Warnings prompt residents in high risk
areas to take effective action such as switching on sump / pump
schemes. Over 300 of these were active across Dorset & Wiltshire
this past winter, many of these
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properties would otherwise have been affected by flooding. The
thresholds for the existing warnings are about right, but the EA
will be working to target them more accurately by reducing the
size / increasing the number of flood warning areas.

Water level monitor
Over the last few years, the EA has been working very closely with
the Flood Wardens in Stourpaine, Stourpaine Parish Council and
Hydro-Logic Services to install and maintain a water level monitor
in the river Iwerne. The aim is to provide residents at risk of being
flooded with a more accurate and localised flood warning service.
The system monitors the level of water in the Iwerne. When the
water rises to a point where residents should have taken action to
ensure their property is prepared in the event of being flooded,
an alarm message is sent out by SMS or e-mail to those at risk.
Another level monitor was also installed further upstream to help
measure level and rate of rise in a location unaffected by changes
in water levels in the Stour. In this way the EA will be able to
develop an improved understanding of the backing up effect that
the Stour has on the Iwerne stream.
In the longer term, the EA intends to use a combination of
data from other sources such
as the level of the Stour at
Hammoon and Blandford,
groundwater level at Iwerne
Hill Farm, rainfall at Compton
Abbas, the rate of rise at
either of the two gauges in
Stourpaine and soil moisture
deficit. This should enable
the EA to develop a more
local service that is both
timely and appropriate based
on a forecast model. The EA
aims to issue Flood Alerts up
to 24 hours before flooding
occurs and working back
from the time when the first
property floods, issue a Flood Hydro-Logic engineer installing the
water level monitor in the Iwerne
Warning to give at least two
hours lead time. Issuing Flood Warnings always strikes a balance
between timeliness and accuracy. With the data gathered from
the range of outstations, improvements to the accuracy of
warnings issued need not be at the expense of the lead time.

Flood Warning Expansion Project
The EA has been looking at this set up in Stourpaine as a trial.
It has identified 42 communities in the Wessex region that are
currently not able to receive flood warnings which could benefit
from a similar solution. The nationally funded Flood Warning
Expansion Project (FWEP) is looking to install inexpensive
telemetry similar to that at Stourpaine to enable this work. The
project locally will learn from the EA’s experience at Stourpaine
and will achieve improved results as a consequence.
Since the monitors were installed in 2017, the times when
we would most expect flooding to occur have been relatively
infrequent. Examination of the water levels up until September
2019 showed only a few occasions when Flood Alerts and
Warnings were issued for the middle Stour area. However, with
the storms that rolled in over this last winter, a much greater
number of Flood Alerts and Warnings were issued.

Beavers in the Isle of Purbeck

Flooding on the North Winterborne at Winterborne Tomson Dec 2019

Water level data and accurate modelling
This gave the Flood Wardens and the EA the opportunity to
examine water level data for the Stour at Hammoon and the
Iwerne at Stourpaine. Although the analysis undertaken was
not that sophisticated, we were able to examine aspects such
as how long it takes the peak of water at Hammoon to reach
Stourpaine; how the level of water at Hammoon affects the
travel time of the peak to Stourpaine; at what level the peak of
the Stour at Hammoon is likely to trigger a rise of the Iwerne
at Stourpaine and at what height of the Stour at Hammoon are
residents in Stourpaine at serious risk of being flooded. With
more accurate modelling at this sort of level, the EA should be
able to issue Flood Warnings which give residents an improved
assessment of the risk.
Clearly, if the experience of the work being undertaken
in Stourpaine can be used to help many of the other 42
communities that the EA has identified, this will help to give
greater peace of mind to others at risk of being flooded.

Derek Gardiner

The National Trust (NT) with other
partners is exploring the feasibility
of reintroducing Eurasian Beavers
to the Purbeck landscape where
suitable habitat has already been
identified.
Devon Wildlife Trust have
been monitoring several
groups of beavers in the Otter
Valley for about five years.
They introduced two family
groups of beavers in 2015
which have now bred and
dispersed throughout the
catchment.
The Wildlife Trust have
overseen a detailed research program
and have now produced a report entitled The River
Otter Beaver Trial.
Other groups of beavers are doing well in Wales and in
various parts of Scotland. They help to retain and purify
the water, reduce flooding and the Purbeck beavers would
lower the excessive nitrogen and phosphate levels in Poole
Harbour. Many people will want to see the beavers and their
dam building. The associated ecotourism would support local
businesses and create new jobs in south Dorset.
The NT is seeking the views of local communities, farmers,
landowners and others and I went to a comprehensive display
and discussion of the project at Corfe Castle on 24th October.
If you would like to know more contact Gen.Grisford@
nationaltrust.org.uk

Topic Leader

Dr John Larkin

Flood Warden Scheme
Many communities at risk of being
flooded rely heavily on help from
their Flood Wardens. A key way for
communities to help prepare themselves
to cope with flooding is to appoint a flood
warden and to develop a flood plan.
Flood Wardens are community volunteers,
endorsed by the parish or town council,
who help promote flood awareness,
develop a flood plan and act as a liaison

point with the Environment Agency (EA),
local councils and the emergency services.

Flood Plan
A community-specific Flood Plan is a
particularly important document. It
provides a clear set of instructions to
Flood Wardens as to what action to take
if properties in their community are at
immediate risk of being flooded. The
main priority of having a Flood Plan is to
enable the safe evacuation of residents
if such an action is required and as a
second priority, to help protect homes
and property from the impact of being
flooded.
In Dorset, there is a well developed
warden network, with nearly 100 wardens
serving communities right across the
county. The strongest network is in
West Dorset but the EA could always do

with more wardens, particularly in the
north and east of the county and in the
conurbations. Wardens cover all types
of flooding, not just that from rivers. The
EA also has wardens where the main
risk is from the sea, surface water and
groundwater.
Wardens are about keeping the
community safe. If you feel that you
would be interested in getting involved
in the Flood warden scheme please get
in touch with the EA’s Flood Resilience
team in Blandford (email floodwessex@
environment-agency.gov.uk). The team
will be able to provide support with
training, information, guidance and copies
of its quarterly newsletter. To check the
flood risk in your area go to http://www.
gov.uk/check-flood-risk.

Derek Gardiner

Derek Gardiner, Flood Warden

DORSET

21

RENA GARDINER: Little Known Dorset Heroine of Printmaking
The first influences came from her grandfather, who was a
keen amateur historian, and her father who was an electrical
engineer, but also a fine draughtsman. The latter passed onto
Rena an ability to draw, but also understand machinery, which
came in handy repairing printing presses, while the former
gave her a huge interest in history. She went to Kingston Art
School to study Graphics, meeting practising illustrators such
as Joan Hassall, and was introduced to the lithographs of the
famous interwar artists, Eric Ravilious, John Piper, and Edward
Bawden. She then aspired to be a teacher. In 1954 she moved
to Wareham so she could teach at Bournemouth School for
Girls, commuting on a red Lambretta, and lived in the county for
the rest of her life. Her enthusiasm for landscape, buildings and
history was apparent early on, and she developed an interest
in printmaking and book illustration. During her holidays she
travelled abroad and marvelled at the architectural wonders of
Renaissance Italy and Romanesque France. This gave her further
inspiration. She was soon illustrating and printing her own books,
working out of her garage.
Rena moved to a cottage in Tarrant Monkton, near Blandford,
in 1965 and there was room for a commercial printing press at

Rena Gardiner

I first saw one of Rena Gardiner’s books some few years ago
when a friend bought a rare copy of The East Winterborne
Valley, where I live in Dorset, and was bowled over by the
vivid, distinctive and idiosyncratic lithograph prints of familiar
landmarks. She was little known until 2015 when Julian Francis
and Martin Andrews wrote a splendid book celebrating her
life and work Rena Gardiner: Artist and Print Maker, which is
sadly out of print. This was accompanied by several exhibitions
of her work in Dorset, while her book The Isle of Purbeck was
republished so there has finally been some renewed interest in
this fascinating artist and printer.

Bridge at Tarrant Crawford 1968

last. Within five years she had given up teaching and was able
to concentrate on her publishing business, The Workshop Press,
building up a successful relationship with the National Trust
and others. She produced a series of beautifully handcrafted
guidebooks to historic sites and the natural
landscape, for which she is best known.
Most books took her a year to research and
produce. She was an artist, writer, designer,
printer, bookbinder and distributor all-inone although being shy she was not good at
promoting her work. Rena became an expert
in autolithography where the artist draws
directly onto the lithographic plate. Yet she still
had time to paint and draw, producing lovely
watercolours, pastels and oils.

Wonderful Dorset Books

Market Square, Blandford
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It was in this period that she focused
on Dorset, which was her true love. She
produced three large format Dorset volumes
– The East Winterborne Valley (1968),
The Isle of Purbeck (1969) and Tarrant
to Blandford (1970) – but also in 1963 a

Durdle Door 1960

Beyond Dorset

Lulworth Cove 1960

guidebook to Corfe Castle and it was certainly one of her
favourite places. However it was her Portrait of Dorset, where
she only printed 300 copies, that got her attention as it was
so beautifully crafted. These are all wonderful tomes, and
arguably represent her best work. They are all sadly difficult
to get hold of, with the exception of The Isle of Purbeck.
Interestingly the illustrations are made from drawings directly
onto aluminium lithographic plates, so no two copies of any
title are the same.
I have picked out some of her more memorable work from
these books in the images. There is also a wonderful oil from
the 1960s depicting the hustle and bustle of market day
contrasting with the fine Georgian buildings of Blandford, as
well as a boldly executed linocut of Corfe Castle done as late
as 1996. She wrote a commentary well but concisely on each
place. She did not hesitate to criticise modern and poorly
designed excrescences, as in her words on Studland: “The
splendid setting of sea, heath and hills has attracted people
to this beautiful part of Purbeck. Unfortunately the modern
houses are generally unimaginative, and dull, totally unsuited
to the setting”. She should have been an active CPRE
member!

Beyond Dorset, she produced a series of
memorable guide books to Salisbury and other
cathedrals, Cotehele in Cornwall, as well as
various historic towns, such as Arundel.
Rena tended to avoid social occasions but
in 1981, following the publication of a second
book about St George’s Chapel at Windsor, she
was invited by The Queen to attend the Garter
Ceremony. ‘This required her to put on a
dress and hat in which she felt most awkward;
returning home she was relieved to don her
normal practical attire of trousers and polo
shirt,’ observes Julian Francis.
‘I’ve not been told this but I suspect she
didn’t suffer fools well….she was not naturally
gregarious and did not participate in village
life at Tarrant Monkton of drinks and dinner
parties. She would though, if asked, gladly help
out with cards to be sold for church funds, but
generally she just got on with her work and
saw the small circle of friends she knew from her days as a
teacher.’
In her sixties, Rena found book production increasingly
arduous, and her last new book was printed in 1996.
Reprints and editions of existing books kept her busy too.
Rena returned to printmaking and renewed her interest in
linocutting. She wrote” I have worked joyously to the simple
pleasure of printing without machinery. It is like painting
with a broad brush after years of drawing with a fine pen”.
Her subject was primarily Dorset, but she also took the
opportunity to travel abroad and make prints of places in
Italy and France. In 1999 she sadly died but hopefully the
renewed interest in her work will continue, as she published
no less than forty five titles. You can still find old copies
of most of her books if you search diligently, though it is
primarily a collectors’ market.

Rupert Hardy
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Minerals and waste in Dorset
This is a summary of our recent work on minerals and waste in
Dorset together with a few other items of interest.

Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and
Dorset Minerals Sites Plan 2019
The Dorset Council and the BCP Council adopted this Plan on
31 December 2019. The Plan was examined by an independent
Planning Inspector and found to be sound subject to a number of
Main Modifications which have been incorporated into the Plan.
The Plan identifies sites for new quarries to meet the needs of
both Authorities until 2033 and now forms part of the statutory
Development Plans for Dorset Council and BCP Council.
A copy of the Plan is available at www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
mineral-sites-plan.

Imerys Ball Clay Operations Dorset –
Community Liaison Group
I attended a meeting of the Group on 11th November at the
Springfield Hotel in Wareham. Imerys International was
restructured in May 2019 and changes were described about the
management of the company in Dorset and Devon.
168,000 tons of ball clay and 60,000 tons of sand per year
are excavated at Imerys Dorset. This generates 24,000 lorry
movements on the local roads. Real-time automatic recording of
acidity, turbidity and volume of water flow has been installed at
Doreys Pit.
At Trigon Pit western extension the road to Trigon House has
been diverted and trees felled. Twenty archaeological trenches
were dug but nothing of interest was found.

sites for new waste management facilities to meet the needs of
both Authorities until 2033 and now forms part of the statutory
Development Plans for Dorset Council and BCP Council.
A copy of the Plan is available at www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
waste-plan.

New Earth Solutions
On 10th October Litter Free Dorset had a guided tour of the
Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) facility at Canford Heath.
This large scale plant takes in 4000 tons per day of “black bag”
domestic waste. Large components like cushions, wire baskets
and fishing nets are separated out and the rest of the material is
shredded by a trommeling process.
All sorts of plastics and paper are bagged up for use as refuse
derived fuel (RDF) for renewable energy recovery. Ferrous and
non-ferrous metals are sent separately for recycling and nearly all
the rest goes to a windrow for conversion to compost-like output
(CLO) for land restoration. Only 800 tons, about 20 % of the
total, of black bag waste then goes to landfill. I have seen several
times over the years how material from kerbside recycling and
the household recycling centres is efficiently handled but it was
very good to see that even our black bag domestic waste is now
mostly re-used and that so little now ends up in landfill.

Toll Bar Stream
At the same meeting Dr Andrew Harrison, Bournemouth
University, gave a detailed account of his surveys of the wildlife
in the river. The initial survey showed that it was almost devoid
of fishes, but ecological restoration of brook lamprey, stone
loach and bullhead have thrived well. Numbers increased as
they bred over the first year and they were joined by a natural
recolonisation of minnows.
Dorset Wildlife Trust and the neighbouring Parish Councils
continue to monitor the work on the Stream.

Wytch Farm Oilfield Consultative Committee
The next meeting of the Committee was postponed due to
COVID-19 and I will prepare a report on that meeting in due
course.

Geophysical Survey
The geophysical survey, by the Polish company Geofizyka Torun,
of Perenco’s Wytch Farm oilfield was recently completed but the
analysis of the results will take some while and I will report in due
course.

Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and
Dorset Waste Plan 2019
The Dorset Council and the BCP Council adopted this Plan on
31 December 2019. The Plan was examined by an independent
Planning Inspector and found to be sound subject to a number
of Main Modifications which have been incorporated into the
Plan. The Plan identifies
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Litter Free Dorset visit to New Earth Solutions

Litter Free Dorset (LFD)
I attended a meeting of the Working Group at County Hall on
24 October where Linda Williams spoke about the CPRE Green
Clean Campaign last September, Sarah Wise spoke about the Bin
your Butt campaign in Wimborne, and I spoke about the Canford
visit and our Dorset Review. A new environmental hub near
Bournemouth pier will be used in the collection and sorting of
waste from the beaches between Poole and Hengistbury Head.
The LFD Christmas campaign included Advent calendars and
pine pulling at Arne. Last year people pulled 3000 pines to use as
Christmas trees, and to help regenerate the heath.

Winfrith Site Stakeholder Group
I attended a meeting of the Group on 30 January at Winfrith
Newburgh village hall. Mrs Sandra Ellis has been Chairman
of the Group since its inception in May 2005 but she has now

decided to stand down. She reminisced about the many meetings
she had attended both here and all over the Country and was
generously thanked by all present for her hard work over the past
fifteen years. The new Chairman is Councillor Barry Quinn and
the Deputy Chairman is Mr Nick Johnson, Chairman of Winfrith
Newburgh Parish Council.
Mr Andy Munro, the new Site Director, spoke about the
current decommissioning of the SGHWR and Dragon reactors.
Winfrith is a “lead and learn site” and is generating much
international interest. People from Sellafield have also recently
been to visit. Magnox has ten sites in this country, all with ageing
assets in various states of decommissioning. Mr Kevin McIntyre
gave some more details about the work at Winfrith and on the
pipeline to Arish Mell. The End State of the Site will become
clearer after an important meeting in the summer of this year.
A new report entitled “Radioactivity in Food and the
Environment, 2018” from the Environment Agency shows that all
emissions at Winfrith and the surrounding areas are substantially
lower than the legally required limits.

Dorset Innovation Park Enterprise Zone
Norco GRP, a Dorset firm, has acquired a two acre site here
for the construction of lightweight composite structures and
mouldings. This will help their business to grow and to raise the
profile of defence manufacturing in Dorset.
Some 651 people presently work at the DIPEZ. The Dorset
Council, The Dorset LEP and the Home Communities Agency
continue to advertise widely to attract new technological
businesses to the Site.

Renewable Energy in Purbeck
There is no further news of the Alaska wind turbines.

Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
I attended the Dorset AONB Annual
Forum at the Council Chamber in
Wareham on 23 October. Tom Munro,
Dorset AONB Manager, spoke about
the local celebrations of the sixtieth
anniversary of the 1959 Access to
the Countryside Act, and about the
CROW2000 Act. We then divided into
smaller groups to discuss the Working
Landscape; Enjoying, Understanding
FIELD GUIDE
and Engaging; and Landscape Quality.
South Dorset Ridgeway
The South Dorset Ridgeway (SDR)
has 33 hill forts and more Round
Barrows than Stonehenge. The AONB
team has recently produced a Field
Guide booklet to the SDR with a series of walking routes.

Arne Moors Intertidal Nature Reserve
I attended the Stakeholders meeting at the Town Hall in
Wareham on 9th October.
An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will be required
as part of the planning application and the Environment Agency
are discussing the details with Dorset Council and the Marine
Management Organisation.
The results from a bathymetric survey of the River Frome, the
River Piddle and Poole Harbour will improve the understanding of
the sediment regime.

The footpaths to the lagoons and elsewhere will be designed
to minimise disturbance of the birds and also to avoid wet areas
which are difficult to cross. Disabled car parking will be provided
for two or three vehicles

Dark Sky Parks
Large parts of rural Dorset have some of the darkest skies in
the country and the Dorset AONB would be an ideal site for
designation as a Dark Sky Park. In a new book entitled “Dark
Skies A Journey Into The Wild Night” Tiffany Francis describes the
dark skies in various parts of this country and Europe. She also
explores these nocturnal landscapes and some of the wildlife
which can be found after darkness falls. Please see article on
page 10 ‘Deepest Darkest Dorset’.

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)
Over the past year Dorset Wildlife Trust, Southern Inshore
Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA), Natural England and
National Trust have worked with local fishermen to produce a
series of leaflets and a website www.dorsetmpas.uk about the six
MPAs off the coasts of Dorset and East Devon.

Dorset and Solent Special Protected Area (SPA)
The Dorset SPA has been extended along the Hampshire coast to
cover a total area of 344 square miles.

Draft South West Marine Plan
Marine Planning makes sure the right activities happen in the
right place, at the right time and in the right way. The Plan
becomes a statutory consideration once it is published for public
consultation. Representations to the consultation can be made
using the online Citizen Space tool at the link: Draft South West
Marine Plan consultation.
Further details can be found on the Marine Management
Organisation website.

Mass Extinction Memorial Observatory
(MEMO) at Portland
Sir Ghillean Prance, former Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens
at Kew, is Chair of the MEMO Trust who plan to use some of the
artificial rectangular caves of the worked-out Portland Stone
Mines as a monument to interpret biodiversity and extinction.

What3Words
This is a splendid new scheme for locating accidents, finding
missing persons and much else. It is based on latitude and
longitude coordinates but uses three carefully chosen words
to define a complete series of three metre squares over the
whole world on land and at sea. It uses the signal from a mobile
telephone and functions everywhere but you do need a satellite
telephone where there is no other coverage.

Round Island
Finally, Members may wish to know that Round Island in Poole
Harbour is now available to rent. It covers 15 acres with three
cottages and two resident caretakers for holidaymakers.

Dr John Larkin

Minerals and Waste Adviser to Dorset CPRE
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CPRE Annual Report & Accounts for Year Ending 31st August 2019
Objectives
The objects of the Branch shall be seek to improve, protect and preserve for the benefit of the public, the countryside and
the market towns and rural villages of the County of Dorset. To meet this objective the charity seeks charitable donations and
subscriptions from the public.

Grants totalling £14,925 were paid out for the following projects:
ADVEARSE							
Fingerpost Grants							
Independant Review of the Evidence				
for a National Park of Rural Dorset					

£ 6,000
£ 1,944
£3,467

Sherborne & District Society CPRE
Sherborne Area Schools Trust					
Arts Project at Barton Farm					
Paddock Project							

£ 300
£ 2,500
£ 310

North Dorset Group
Fordingpoint Art Centre Project, Blandford Forum			

£ 250

Dorset CPRE will consider giving money to causes other than campaigns that oppose something. We set aside up to £20k per year
for grants and fund requests.

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 31 August 2019

Note
Income and Endowments from:
Donations and legacies
Activities for generating funds
Investment income

4

Total Income
Expenditure on:
Raising funds
Other expenditure

5

Total Expenditure
Gains/losses on investment assets
Net movement in funds

Unrestricted
funds
£

Total
2019
£

32,522
4,436
7,180

32,522
4,436
7,180

44,138

44,138

(26,831)
(19,585)

(26,831)
(19,585)

(46,416)
7,597

(46,416)
7,597

5,319

5,319

269,544

269,544

274,863

274,863

Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward
Total funds carried forward

11

A detailed set of accounts including the Trustees Report can be found on the Charity Commission website and are also available on
application to Linda Williams or Richard Norman.
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Ospreys in Poole Harbour
This project will re-establish breeding osprey on the south
coast of the UK for the first time in 200 years. Following the
third year (of five) of Poole Harbour osprey reintroduction
there is a real possibility of a breeding pair of ospreys in the
Harbour in 2020. Birds of Poole Harbour, the charity who are
organising this project, need to raise £8500 to fund a livestream nest camera. This will give a whole new perspective and
mean that people will be able to watch the ospreys on their
own computer. To donate go to their just giving page https://
www.justgiving.com/harbourospreys.
One of the osprey chicks which bears the ring number
019 was translocated in 2019 and has now been clearly
photographed making himself at home along with other
ospreys in the Gunjur Quarry area of South Gambia. So at least
one and hopefully many more of last year’s youngsters have
safely arrived in Africa and will return here in the spring of this
year.
A new osprey feeding station has been installed on the
western edge of Perrins Island in Holes Bay near the dual
carriageway in to Poole to encourage the birds in this area.
Three different juvenile ospreys used the island as a feeding
site in October 2019.

Dr John Larkin

Photo of chick taken by Paul Morton

Help Support
Our Nurses
While all gardens are closed
the National Garden Scheme
is offering virtual garden visits.
From stately acres to town
and village gardens, enjoy an
exclusive glimpse at some of the
nation’s best gardens and help
raise funds for the nursing and
health charities supported by the
National Garden Scheme.
To find out more, visit ngs.org.uk

Doddington Place, Kent
© Clive Nichols

Charity Number 1112664
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Surge in appreciation for green spaces and outpouring of
community spirit in South West England amid lockdown
CPRE National carried out and interesting survey with the
National Federation of Women’s Institutes. The survey
looked at whether there were changes in the feelings people
have towards community connection and the importance
of their local green spaces during the coronavirus outbreak
and lockdown.
• The poll on community spirit and attitudes to green
spaces during lockdown finds two-thirds (65%) of people
in the South West think protecting and enhancing green
spaces should be a higher priority after the lockdown.
• In the South West only 11% of people feel less
connected to their community during lockdown, while
42% feel more connected.
Despite us living under the strictest social distancing
measures we’ve ever experienced in the UK, there has been
an increase in community spirit and appreciation for local
green spaces and countryside during lockdown, according
to new research released today. Commissioned by CPRE and
the National Federation of Women’s Institutes (WI), and
carried out by Opinium, the poll has found that within the
South West, over half (60%) agree that people are doing
more to help their communities and nearly two-thirds of
people (65%) feel that protecting local green spaces should
be a higher priority for the government when lockdown
ends.
The results released on 7th May show local green spaces
have been a haven for many people since lockdown
measures began with:
• The majority (55%) of people living in the South West
say they appreciate local green spaces more since the
country adopted social distancing measures;
• Over half (58%) reported that the lockdown has made
them more aware of the importance of these local green
spaces for their mental health and wellbeing; and
• 29% of people reported visiting green spaces more since
the start of lockdown.
Crispin Truman, chief executive of CPRE, said: “Our
countryside and local green spaces are facing mounting
pressure but the coronavirus pandemic has reminded us
why the countryside next door, including our Green Belts,
is so important. More people are aware of the health and
wellbeing benefits that access to green spaces delivers and
support for protecting and enhancing these after lockdown
is impossible for the government to ignore.
“Going back to business as usual is not an option. The
government must use the forthcoming planning reforms
to protect these precious spaces and also go further by
investing in their enhancement.
“Many of us feared that lockdown would see more people
isolated, lonely and cut off from their communities and
the outside world. However, the results have turned these
notions on their head. While we are physically distanced,
many of us are more connected than ever and people are
helping each other in their communities – with different age
groups connecting more – which is truly inspiring to see.”
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Outpouring of community spirit
It is clear that some of the high-profile volunteering and
fundraising initiatives, including the remarkable fundraising by
Captain Tom, are not isolated acts of kindness and community
spirit.
The poll has also uncovered an outpouring of community
spirit and feeling of togetherness, revealing that:
• Only 11% of those living in the South West feel less
connected to their community at this time – 42% feel
more connected and 44% just as connected as before;
• Over half (60%) agree that people are doing more to help
their community under lockdown;
• Two in five people (39%) are communicating more with
people in their local community
• The top five ways in which the South West is connecting
more under lockdown are:
1) ‘Clap for the NHS’ on a Thursday evening (57%)
2) Saying hello at the front door (38%)
3) Social media (35%)
4) Seeing people in person and at a safe distance in
communal spaces like parks (33%)
5) Phone calls (25%)

Intergenerational connections have also
been impacted:
• In the South West nearly a fifth (19%) of people have
reported making new connections with different age
groups in their local community;
• For all those who have made these new connections,
three quarters (75%) are optimistic these new
relationships will continue once lockdown is over.
Lynne Stubbings, Chair, National Federation of Women’s
Institutes, said: “It is wonderful to see how communities
have become more connected in response to the coronavirus
pandemic. It is clear that we are cherishing our local
communities now more than ever – by supporting our
neighbours and those who are vulnerable, and getting out in
the fresh air at our local green spaces.
“Throughout this crisis, green spaces have also been a
lifeline to people dealing with the impact of lockdown. So
many of us have discovered pockets of green right on our
doorsteps – a chance to get out in the fresh air, exercise, and
support our mental wellbeing, which has been an oasis in
difficult times. Yet too many of these places are threatened
- by pollution, litter or the impacts of climate change. As we
look to rebuild after the crisis, we must make sure that we
continue to cherish our communities and this new sense
of connectedness – both to each other and to our local
environment.”

About the Poll
Opinium conducted the research on behalf of CPRE and the
National Federation of Women’s Institutes, surveying 2,002
nationally representative UK adults aged 18 and over from
the 24 to 27 April 2020.

UK’s first Super – National Nature Reserve created
on the Purbeck Heaths

Dr John Larkin

Images by Dr Rob Jayne

On 17 March Defra
announced the
designation of the
new Purbeck Heaths
Super -National
Nature Reserve.
This is the first ever
Super -NNR to be
designated in the UK
and it is the largest
lowland heathland
NNR in the Country.
There are three
existing NNRs at
Stoborough Heath,
Hartland Moor,
and Studland and
Godlingston Heath, (a
total of 2461 acres).
These have been
combined with newly designated land managed by the
National Trust, Natural England, RSPB, Forestry England,
Rempstone Estate, Dorset Wildlife Trust, and Amphibian
and Reptile Conservation Trust, (another 5770 acres) to
make a grand total of 8231 acres. The Super-NNR fits
well with the proposed National Park for Dorset and with
the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan.
Natural England manages the NNRs to ensure that
our finest wildlife and geological sites are protected,
conserved and enhanced for present and future
generations. They contain features of National and often
of International importance.
The new Purbeck Heaths Super -NNR is a rich mosaic
of lowland wet and dry heath together with valley mires,
acid grassland, native and ancient woodland, some
farmland, lakes of various sizes, coastal sand dunes,
and saltmarsh. There is a new brackish water lagoon for
wading birds and an intertidal nature reserve is presently
being developed. Some conifer plantations are being
carefully restored to heathland.

This extensive Nature Reserve with such a wide
variety of habitats enables all forms of wildlife to move
more easily across the landscape. It will also give people
more opportunity to explore and thus help to improve
the health and wellbeing of more than 2.5 million people
who visit the Isle of Purbeck every year.
Purbeck Heaths Super-NNR is one of the most
biodiverse places in the UK. It includes the richest
recorded 10 km square for biodiversity in the UK and is
home to thousands of species of wildlife including 450
species that are listed as rare, threatened or protected.
All six native reptiles – Grass Snake, Smooth Snake,
Adder, Slow Worm, Sand Lizard, and Common Lizard –
are found here. Breeding birds include Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Woodlark, Stonechat and Linnet. Raptors such
as Hen Harrier, Marsh Harrier, Merlin, Hobby and Osprey
all use this area for their hunting grounds.
Twelve species of bats live on the Super-NNR; there
are many insects and invertebrates such as the Southern
Damselfly (Britain’s rarest dragonfly), the Purbeck Mason
Wasp, and Pearl-bordered
Fritillary and Silver Studded
Blue butterflies.
Rare plants such as Marsh
Gentian and Great Sundew
are found here and fungi
include Sand Earthtongue and
Roseodiscus formosus.
This wonderful eight
thousand acres of lovely
wildlife is open to everybody
every day of the year so do
come and have a look round.
You will not be disappointed
and you may find me walking
out of the gate at the top of
my garden on to this SUPER National Nature Reserve.
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CPRE Recent Publications
CPRE National Office publishes a number of reports based on detailed research. Here is
a summary of the most recent reports that can be found on CPRE Resources webpage
www.cpre.org.uk/resources:
Transport Deserts

Reviving County Farms

Thriving rural
communities
need to be wellconnected with
good public transport
in order to thrive, but
CPRE research, with
the Campaign for Better
Transport, has found that 56%
of small towns in the South West
and North East of England are
found to be ‘transport deserts’ or at
risk of becoming one. CPRE is calling
for the government to invest in rural
communities by establishing a dedicated
rural transport fund.
Five Dorset towns feature amongst those most at risk
of becoming transport deserts. Of the larger settlements,
Verwood, Ferndown and Wimborne Minster score poorly
while St Leonards and Shaftesbury fare equally badly amongst
smaller places. All have weak bus services and no rail
connection. Verwood, Ferndown and St Leonards are located
close to one another but someway distant from the county’s
major settlements. Important resources such as the community
hospital at St Leonards are not served by conventional bus
services.

This report, prepared for CPRE by the New Economics
Foundation, Shared Assets and Who Owns England?, shows
that the opportunities that county farms offer – in terms of
local benefit, income generation and training in farming – are
sizeable, but that numbers of county farms are dropping.
The Dorset Council’s county farms estate was featured
on BBC Countryfile on 15th December. CPRE were
interviewed and called on local councils to protect,
invest and promote county farms. As reported
in our Autumn 2019 Review, Shaun Leavey,
Farming Adviser to Dorset CPRE, wrote ‘One
piece of good news amidst the general gloom.
Dorset Council is being widely commended both for
retaining its farm estate and its recent policy of initiating a
structure of starter
and promotion
units across its
2,500 hectares.
Starter tenancies
are for 10 years
and promotion
holdings are
let for 15 to 20
years. With
41 farms it is
significant that
the Council has
60% of them
in dairying and
40% in livestock
production.’

2019 Housing design audit: South West
region factsheet
In 2019 CPRE worked with Place Alliance, based at UCL, to
audit over 140 residential
developments built between
2014 and 2019. The main
report (A housing design
audit for England),
published in January
2020, reflected where
changes in the quality
of housing design had
occurred and found a
worrying proportion
of developments that
should never have
gone ahead.
This factsheet
provides a regional
breakdown of
report findings
for the South
West region
(no examples from Dorset in
this report). See article on page 6 ‘Design and
Planning Conference’

Reviving county farms
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State of Brownfield 2019 data
The data used for CPRE’s annual State of Brownfield report,
which shows that there is enough suitable brownfield land
available in England for more than 1 million homes across over
18,000 sites and over 26,000 hectares.

Reclassification and development of Green
Belt land
Local authorities can reclassify areas as Greenbelt and
also remove areas from the Green Belt. A number of local
authorities have moved their Green Belt boundaries since
2010/11. This report analyses development in activity in these
areas following their declassification as Greenbelt land.
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government has published polygon datasets showing each
English local authority’s Green Belt land for each financial year
from 2010/11 to 2017/18, with the exception of 2012/13.
These datasets have been cross-referenced with Glenigan’s
construction project database to identify development activity
in areas following their removal from the Green Belt.

Dorset CPRE Membership
NEW MEMBERS – Since September 2019
North Dorset:

DECEASED MEMBERS

East Dorset, Christchurch &
Bournemouth:

Colonel Peter Williams
Dr Richard Miles
Mrs Kirsten Pollock
Mrs Margaret Flood
Mr Mike Madgwick
Sir Charles Burnett
Mr Nicholas Parker

East Dorset, Bournemouth &
Christchurch:

Mrs Nicola Bagshawe

Mrs J Kent
Mr Derek Walters

The Sherborne and District
Society:

The Sherborne and District
Society:

Cllr Jill Warburton
Mrs Susan Footner
Mr Mike Keatinge

Purbeck & Poole:

Mr Jon Davey
Mr Bob Mercer
Swanage Town Council
Lord Anthony Rockley

Mr DJ Marshall
Mrs M E S Whittingdale

Outside Dorset:
Mr Timothy Wines

We also welcome members who have
moved from other branches or re-joined
during the year.

West Dorset:

Mrs Felicity Gardner

Diary Dates
A number of events have been postponed due to Covid-19, please visit our website www.dorset-cpre.org.uk for details on rescheduled dates as they become available. We are constantly reviewing the situation in line with advice from government.

14th September – North Dorset Summer Party. Monday, 14th September at 6pm at The Old Rectory, Blandford. Lovely and
extensive garden. Formal invitations will be sent out in the summer.

21st November – 83rd Anniversary AGM, 11 am at Cerne Abbas Village Hall.
Please visit the Dorset CPRE website for 2020 meeting dates for the Countryside Forum and District Groups.

Not already a member?

Joining is the single most effective way to stand up for the countryside. The more you can give, the more we can do to keep our countryside
safe. You can join online via our website www.dorset-cpre.org.uk or contact our office on 0333 577 0360 to receive a copy of our
membership form. As a member you’ll receive our regular Countryside Voice magazine, and enjoy discounted entry to houses, gardens
and other attractions around England. The following Dorset properties offer a discounted admission for CPRE Members:
• Edmonsham House & Garden
• Forde Abbey & Gardens
• Mapperton Gardens
• Serles House & Gardens
• Wolfeton House
Visitors are asked to check for individual
opening times before setting out as many are
seasonal.
Please visit our website for details on how
to join or contact our office for a joining
form. CPRE Membership also makes an ideal
present.

Dorset CPRE Members also receive –
• Two Dorset CPRE reviews per year
• Fieldwork, our quarterly newsletter to help you campaign

• Membership of your local county branch
• Access to our Planning Hotline for advice from CPRE staff
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Campaign to Protect Rural England
DORSET BRANCH

Registered Charity No. 211974

Tel: 0333 577 0360

PO Box 9018, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 9GY.

BRANCH CONTACT

Mrs Linda Williams

Executive Committee & Trustees 2020
PRESIDENT
Mr Edward Fox OBE
VICE-PRESIDENTS
Mr Richard H Nicholls
Mr Peter Neal

01308 422679
01935 814801

01305 250051
01935 850576

Manor Farm House, Trent, Sherborne DT9 4SW

Rear Admiral Richard Heaslip, CB

01202 594982

01929 450219

The Thatched Cottage, 24 The Green, Heathgreen Road, Studland,
Swanage, Dorset BH19 3BT

HONORARY TREASURER
Mr Richard H Norman

01258 472887

Mngani, 15 Hillcrest Close, Glue Hill, Sturminster Newton DT10 2DL

ELECTED MEMBERS
Dr John A Larkin

01929 555366

Lorien, Grange Road, Wareham BH20 5AL

Mrs Sandra Brown

01929 551071

Badgers Keep, Barnhill Road, Ridge, Wareham, Dorset BH20 5BG

Dr Guy Dickinson

07747 776580

1 Beech Road, Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5NP

01929 450219

The Thatched Cottage, 24 The Green, Heathgreen Road, Studland BH19 3BT

Mrs Jane Westbrook

01963 365855

Berry Cottage, Stourton Caundle, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 2JN

Mr Steve O’Connell

North Dorset:
Mr Rupert Hardy

0780 390 7711

The Sherborne and District Society:
Mr John Newman

01935 873159

Purbeck & Poole:
Mr Gerald Rigler

01202 601109

9 Sundew Road, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 9NX

East Dorset, Bournemouth and Christchurch:
Contact Dorset CPRE Branch

Countryside Forum Chairman

2 Longfield Drive, West Parley, Ferndown BH22 8TY

CHAIR OF TRUSTEES
Mr Peter Bowyer

07747 776580

Thornford House, Church Road, Thornford, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 6QE

2 Augustan Close, Dorchester DT1 2QU

Capt Dickie Bird, LVO, RN

West Dorset:
Dr Guy Dickinson

The Manor, Winterborne Tomson, Blandford Forum, Dorset, DT11 9HA

Abbeymead Court, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AU

LIFE VICE-PRESIDENTS
Mr Alan H Kenyon

Group Chairmen
1 Beech Road, Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 5NP

159 Victoria Grove, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3AG

Mr Peter Bowyer

email: info@dorset-cpre.org.uk
website: www.dorset-cpre.org.uk
@DorsetCPRE

The role is rotated between group Chairmen

Advisers to the Forum
Trees for Dorset
Mrs Rachel M Palmer

01929 462423

Environment Agency
Guy Parker

01258 483460

Farming Adviser
Shaun Leavey OBE FRAgS

01935 817033

Clouds, 14 Cologne Road, Bovington,
Wareham BH20 6NP

Flood Resilience Advisor (Wessex)
Rivers House, Sunrise Business Park,
Higher Shaftesbury Road, Blandford Forum DT11 8ST
Email: guy.parker@environment-agency.gov.uk

7 Hound Street, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AB

CPRE SOUTH WEST
Regional Chairman:
Janette Ward

c/o 8 Rowdens Road, Wells, Somerset BA5 1TU

07760 310686

43 Portman Road, Pimperne, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8UJ
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